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Thursday, 27 July – Tuesday, 1 August, 2017



In August 2016, Bond University was honoured to win the Queensland Premier’s Reconciliation Award for its 
Yarning Up initiative.

This prestigious accolade acknowledges that increasing knowledge around Indigenous education and 
developing a deeper, more personal understanding of Indigenous culture is vitally important for every 
educator, school and organisation.

It also affirms our belief that there is no better way to gain this knowledge and experience than through a 
first-hand connection with the strength of an Indigenous community.

From July 27 - August 1 this year, Bond University’s Pathways and Partnerships team will once again provide a 
rare opportunity to be immersed in the life of Australia’s most remote Indigenous communities.

Developed by our host community leaders, the five-day itinerary includes exclusive access to cultural 
presentations; honest and open discussions of Indigenous issues, challenges and achievements; and, most 
importantly, one-on-one conversations with the parents, grandparents, Elders and leaders who are working 
towards a better future for their children.

This unique personal and professional development experience is designed in the spirit of true collaboration 
and connection, forging vital links between Australia’s leading educators, corporate achievers and remote 
communities.

It also provides a setting for dynamic exchanges between the participants, facilitating a think tank on 
leadership, professional practice and opportunities for partnerships.

In previous years, the Yarning Up delegation has visited Lockhart River and the Torres Strait Islands in far 
north Queensland – the following video links offer an insight into the profound impacts on and learnings of 
those participants:

You are invited to join us for

Yarning Up 2017

I very much hope they will inspire you to join us when 
Yarning Up returns to the Torres Strait Islands in 2017.

Catherine O’Sullivan

Pro Vice-Chancellor — Pathways and Partnerships

Bond University

2014

Lockhart River

2016

Lockhart River

2015

Torres Strait Islands

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FMilWKi408w&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FMilWKi408w&feature=youtu.be
http://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=yarning+up+lockhart+river&&view=detail&mid=3C634E4C658906B805303C634E4C658906B80530&FORM=VRDGAR
http://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=yarning+up+lockhart+river&&view=detail&mid=3C634E4C658906B805303C634E4C658906B80530&FORM=VRDGAR
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DQFz20mMNuM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DQFz20mMNuM


LOCATION: TORRES STRAIT ISLANDS

The Torres Strait Islands stretch across the waterway separating Australia’s Cape York Peninsula and the island of Papua 
New Guinea.

This year’s Yarning Up itinerary will include a visit to two of those islands – the main commercial hub of Thursday Island 
and the remote, outer community of Murray Island.

Thursday Island (Waiben Island)

Situated some 39km north of Cape York, Thursday Island (colloquially known as TI or, in the native language, Waiben) is 
populated by the Muralag people. The island covers an area of approximately 3.5km² and has a population of 2,610. The 
highest point on the island – Milman Hill – served as a defence facility in World War II. Read more...

Murray Island (Mer Island)

Formed from an extinct volcano, Murray Island (Mer, in the local language) was settled by the Melanesian Meriam 
people and has a population of around 500 people. It is renowned as the birthplace of Eddie Koiki Mabo who challenged 
Commonwealth law and the notion of Terra Nullius to win native rights for Indigenous Australians. Read more...

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thursday_Island,_Queensland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Murray_Island,_Queensland


Friday, 28 July — Saturday, 29 July

Murray Island: Acitivites include

• Site visit, case study and meetings with staff / parents / students at Tagai State College — Mer Campus

• Cultural presentations

• Community barbeque and meals

• Meetings with Traditional Owners

• Island tour incorporating cultural and sacred sites (in accordance with local protocols), as well as those 
relating to Eddie Mabo

Saturday, 29 July — Monday, 31 July

Thursday Island: Activities include

• Visits to Tagai State College — Thursday Island and boarding facilities

• Policy information sessions with Torres Strait Island Regional Council, Torres Strait Islanders’ Regional 
Educational Council (TSIREC) and Torres Strait Regional Authority

• Social gatherings with island Elders, community leaders, educators and parents

• Island tour

• Friday Island Pearl Farm visit

• Meetings with Traditional Owners

Monday, 31 July — Tuesday, 1 August

Cairns: Return to Cairns for final delegate dinner and overnight accommodation

Tuesday, 1 August

Return flights home (own arrangements)

Please note that delegates may be able to arrange flights home on Monday night, depending on airline 
schedules.

DATES

Our Yarning Up itinerary incorporates a weekend so as to minimise disruption to the work 
week. A detailed program will be provided closer to the date, as activities are finalised and 
confirmed.

Thursday, 27 July

Cairns: Independent travel to Cairns (own arrangements)

Activities include:

Optional — arrive at hotel by 1.30pm:

• Visit to AFL Cape York House

• Visit to Cape York Girl Academy

Alternatively, arrive at Cairns hotel by 7pm for:

• Group dinner and introductory briefing session



FELLOW TRAVELLERS

Our Yarning Up delegations are limited to 16 attendees in order to facilitate optimum group dynamics, free-flowing 
discussion and a personalised experience for all. 

Seven of those places have been reserved for Principals, with the remainder offered to high profile, proactive corporate 
representatives.

BUDGET

The participant fee of $4,500 per person includes:

• Accommodation in Cairns, Murray Island and Thursday Island

• Return airfares - Cairns to Horn Island via QantasLink

• Return airfares - Horn Island to Murray Island via private charter flight

• Return transport - Horn Island to Thursday Island via inter-island ferry

• All meals in Cairns, Murray Island and Thursday Island

• All activities and ground transfers

The followng items are at participants’ own cost:

• Booking and covering costs for flights to and from Cairns

• Transfers to and from Cairns Airport to hotel

• Any incidental or personal charges

HOSTS

Catherine O’Sullivan, Pro Vice-Chancellor  — Pathways and Partnerships, Bond University

A highly accomplished senior executive and educator, Catherine has forged an exceptional and diverse career in senior 
management roles covering education and public administration at the State and Federal level, as well as working with 
Indigenous communities, schools and sporting groups. At Bond University, her role encompasses school partnerships, 
Indigenous education, women’s initiatives and Bond University College.

Catherine will be accompanied by Indigenous leaders who will inform our Yarning Up discussions with invaluable 
cultural insights and in-depth knowledge of Indigenous issues and wisdom.


