
  
 

Yarning Up  
Lockhart River  

Wednesday 27 July – Monday 1 August 2016 

OBJECTIVE 
 
Increasing knowledge around Indigenous education and forming a deeper understanding of 
Indigenous culture is vitally important for every educator and school. There is no greater privilege in 
gaining this knowledge and experience then through the strength of an Indigenous community.     

The Yarning Up trip offers a rare opportunity to experience life in Australia’s most remote Indigenous 
communities. Developed by the community leaders, the itinerary allows participants to become 
immersed in the culture of the local people and develop a deeper understanding of the cross-cultural 
challenges faced by Indigenous people.  

This trip fosters a spirit of true collaboration, as well as forging vital connections with the community 
elders, leaders and educators who are striving to improve outcomes for the next generation. 

It also provides a unique professional development experience, facilitating a think tank on leadership 
and a dynamic exchange between the participants. 

2014 saw the inaugural Women Yarning Up trip to Lockhart River. A short clip on the trip can be 
found at http://youtu.be/FMilWKi408w  
 
In 2015 the Torres Straight Islands were visited. A short clip on this trip can be found at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DQFz20mMNuM 
 
In 2016 we will return to Lockhart River and for the first time open the trip up to both men and 
women educators and corporates. 
 
LOCATION 

 
Lockhart River is a coastal Aboriginal community situated on the 
eastern coast of Cape York Peninsula in Far North Queensland. 
It is the most northern town on the east coast of Australia and 
is situated 800km north of Cairns. The population is between 
650 – 700 people, mostly Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders. 

Bond University has a close association with Mayor Wayne 
Butcher and Principal of Lockhart State School, Siobhan Jackson. 

 

 

DATES 
 
Wednesday 27 July – Monday 1 August 2016. 
The trip has been designed across a weekend to minimise disruption to the work week.  
 
Wednesday 27 July (optional) 
Independent travel to Cairns 
Group dinner  
Overnight accommodation in Cairns 
 



Thursday 28 July 
Visit to Cape York Girl Academy (optional) 
Australia’s first boarding school designed for young mothers and their babies 
 
If participants are not joining us for the optional activities, meeting point is Cairns Airport at 12.30pm. 

Travel to Lockhart River 
 
Friday 29 July 
Lockhart River  

Saturday 30 July 
Lockhart River  

Sunday 31 July  
Lockhart River  

Monday 1 August 
Travel to Cairns – arriving 12.30pm 
Lunch (optional depending on home flight time) 
Independent travel back to home towns 

ITINERARY 
 
Proposed itinerary will include: 

 Tour of Lockhart River 
 Site visit and meetings with Principal, staff, parents and students at Lockhart State School 
 Policy discussions with Mayor and Councillors of Lockhart Shire Aboriginal Council 
 Visit to Lockhart River Arts Centre 
 Visit to community services including women’s shelter, police station, courthouse and medical 

clinic 
 Visit to a range of cultural/sacred Indigenous sites based on local cultural protocol 
 Storytelling by Indigenous Elders 
 Debriefing learning circles led by Aboriginal facilitators  
 Meeting with Traditional Owners of the land 

HOSTS 
 
Ms Catherine O’Sullivan – Pro Vice-Chancellor – Pathways and Partnerships, Bond University 

Catherine is responsible for school partnerships, women and Indigenous portfolios at Bond University. 
 
A highly accomplished senior executive and educator, Catherine has led an exceptional and diverse 
career in senior management roles in education and State and Commonwealth public administration, 
working with Indigenous communities, schools and sporting groups. 
 

Mr Leon Epong – Chair, Queensland Indigenous Education Consultative Committee 

A Mamu man, Leon has spent the last 25 years working in Indigenous employment, education and 
training sectors. He has worked in executive and management positions within the Australian 
Government, Queensland State Government and private enterprises.  

Leon has extensive experience facilitating forums and chairing committees that focus on the 
educational and employment needs of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders. 



Leon is Chair of the Queensland Indigenous Education Consultative Committee, a body of prominent 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander experts in education and training who consult to the Queensland 
Government. 

Leann Wilson – Executive Director – Business Development and Innovation, Regional Economic 
Solutions (RES) 

A matrilineal descendent of the Bidjara and Kara-Kara peoples in central and central western 
Queensland, Leann has an intimate knowledge of her heritage and connection to country and 
possesses a sharp cultural and analytical understanding of the complexity and exclusivity of native 
title. Her passion for her people has resonated with the broader community and has seen Leann 
appointed to regional, state and national boards including the Queensland Divisional Board Australian 
Red Cross, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Healing Foundation, Aboriginal Centre for the 
Performing Arts and YWCA Queensland. 

Leann, a former long-term senior public servant and graduate and former board member of the 
Australian Rural Leadership Foundation (ARLF), has been a finalist in the Queensland Telstra Business 
Woman of the Year and has been the recipient of The Queensland Centenary Medal. She is the 
Indigenous Fellow at Bond University and actively promotes, through her extensive public speaking 
engagements, her passions in cultural heritage, woman’s rights, education and business. Leann also 
has cultural ties to her South Sea ancestry.   

ATTENDEES 
 
This is an exclusive cultural experience with a maximum of 16 attendees. Seven places have been 
reserved for Principals and there will also be several other high profile corporate attendees. 

BUDGET 
 
The participant fee of $3,400pp includes: 

 One night accommodation in Cairns (single room) 
 Return plane trip from Cairns to Lockhart River 
 Ground transfers while in Lockhart River 
 Four nights’ accommodation in Lockhart River at the Iron Range Cabins (primarily single 

rooms and 3 x twin share rooms) 
 Meals while in Cairns and Lockhart River 
 Lockhart River activities 

In addition, participants will be responsible for: 

 Booking and covering costs for flights to and from Cairns  
 Any incidental charges 


