
Executive summary of the Australian Council of Educational Research (ACER) 
report into Senior Secondary Achievement in Member Schools of the Alliance of 
Girls’ Schools Australasia.  
 
The purpose of the ACER study was to examine available data on secondary school 

performance for girls attending schools that are members of the Alliance, and to compare this 

performance with that of students in other schools.  

 

Data from 69% of member schools was analysed. The number of participating schools from 

Queensland, WA and SA was small enough to make individual schools identifiable, so only 

broad summaries of survey data could be drawn for these states. Sufficient data from NSW 

and Victorian schools was available to form reliable statistical summaries. Data was also 

extracted from public websites in New Zealand, WA and Victoria.  

 

Specific state and country results 

 

Victorian results 

Achievement in each VCE subject is awarded a Study Score. The Victorian data showed that 

the median Study Scores awarded to students in Alliance member schools were, in general, 

considerably higher than those in non-member schools. The typical Victorian Alliance 

member school had a median Study Score of about 34, while the typical non-member school 

has a median Study Score of about 29. The typical Study Score in Alliance member schools 

exceeded that obtained by a little more than 70% of students in Victoria. This difference was 

statistically large and, in practical terms, large enough to affect tertiary selection decisions. 

 

Another measure of achievement was the percentage of Study Scores that are 40 and above 

in each school. Across Victoria, this percent is fixed at about 7%; in Alliance member schools 

it averaged 19%. Alliance member schools, in general, produced almost three times the 

proportion of very high (40+) Study Scores than non-member schools produced. 

 

Overall achievement in Victorian secondary schools is summarised by the ENTER 

(Equivalent National Tertiary Entrance Rank). ENTERs of 80 and above can generally 

achieve tertiary entrance; ENTERs of 90 and above are necessary to gain entrance to many 

courses at high-demand tertiary institutions. In the typical Alliance member school, 60% of 

ENTERs were 80 or more, and 36% were 90 or more. Across the state, the corresponding 

figures were 28% and 14%. 
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Median Study Scores were also compared for 10 subjects. In total, 167 of 191 school subject 

medians in Alliance member schools exceeded the state average. Across the 10 subjects, the 

typical Study Score in Alliance member schools was at the 68th percentile of the state 

distribution. Very high subject achievement scores were almost three times as frequent in 

Alliance member schools as in schools generally. 

 

Exploring value-added estimates and GAT (General Achievement Test) scores for the 24 

Victorian Alliance member schools, it was found that girls in these schools were performing 

higher than expected, given their general ability and their gender. This difference ranged up 

to 5 Study Score points higher in Mathematical Methods and was almost as high in Specialist 

Maths. Girls in Alliance member schools were achieving, on average, about one study score 

point more than girls in other schools with comparable GAT scores. 

 

Comparing the Victorian Essential Learning Standards (VELS), it was found that at Year 7 

and at Year 9, girls in Alliance member schools performed 0.4 to 0.5 VELS units higher than 

state average levels. This gap corresponded to roughly a year of normal growth. Over the two 

years from Year 7 to Year 9, growth in Reading and Mathematics was approximately 0.1 

VELS unit higher than the state average growth. This gap corresponded to approximately a 

month of normal growth. 

 

New South Wales results 

Seven subjects were chosen for detailed analysis: English (Advanced), Mathematics, 

Business Studies, Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Modern History. Alliance member schools 

exceeded the state mean in all subjects. The highest performing member schools were more 

than 10 points above the state mean. 89% of subject means were above state averages. In 

English (Advanced), the mean level of performance averaged across the Alliance member 

schools was better than that of 73% of New South Wales students.  For all seven subjects, 20 

- 22 Alliance schools had mean scores above the state 50th percentile, and 2 - 4 schools were 

below the 50th percentile. 

 

Queensland results 

Queensland uses the Queensland Core Skills test (QCS) as a measure of overall 

achievement. The mean QCS score from students in the eight responding Alliance member 

schools was 133.8, compared to 121.2 for all students and 119.7 for female students. The 

QCS score of a typical student in an Alliance member school exceeded that obtained by 

approximately 68% of students in the state.  
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Western Australian results 

In general, in the typical Alliance member school in Western Australia, 41% of students 

achieved Tertiary Entrance scores in the top one-third, whereas in a typical non-member 

school, about one-quarter obtained scores in the top third. 52% of Alliance member girls 

gained university entrance scores of 90 and above. 

 

Graduation rates were also compared in Western Australia. Typically, in Alliance member 

schools, less that 1% of students failed to graduate, compared to 4% in non-member schools. 

In Alliance member schools a little more than one-third of students achieved a scaled mark of 

75 or greater, twice as many as in non-member schools. 

 

New Zealand results  

In New Zealand, a key target at year 13 is the award of a scholarship, of which there are two 

levels: Scholarship and Outstanding Scholarship. Alliance member schools enrolled greater 

proportions of students for scholarships, 79% compared to 41% across all schools. The rate 

of achievement of scholarships in Alliance member schools was just under three times the 

national average. For outstanding scholarships, the rate was just over three times the 

national average.  

 

These percentages may in fact understate the success rate of Alliance member schools 

because many of these schools have substantial numbers of students enrolled in alternative 

senior secondary programs such as the International Baccalaureate. The same 

considerations would also apply to Australian Alliance schools offering these programs. 

 

 

Summary of findings 

 

Alliance member schools in Australia and New Zealand draw most heavily from the 

Independent or Private sector. Girls who attend these schools are of relatively (but not 

uniformly) high socioeconomic status. The report established that senior secondary 

achievement in Alliance member schools is generally higher than that in coeducational 

schools, boys’ schools and in girls’ schools that are not members of the Alliance. Data from 

New Zealand showed that achievement in Alliance member schools was higher than that in 

other girls’ schools, even when matched by socioeconomic level. This indicates that the 

higher achievement in Alliance member schools is not attributable just to the (generally) 

higher socioeconomic status of the girls who attend these schools. 
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Overall the data showed that: 

• Alliance member schools are already well ahead in achievement at year 7, and display 

slightly faster growth than students generally do between years 7 and 9 

• At Year 12, girls attending Alliance member schools are more successful in achieving 

a range of specific targets, including high Study Scores in Victoria; high TEE/ENTER 

scores in Victoria, SA and WA; and more Scholarship and Outstanding Scholarship 

awards in New Zealand 

 

Explanations for the high level of achievement in Alliance member schools was not explored 

or established by the study. There were also a number of limitations, including the fact that 

achievement was only assessed in academic terms, and the complication that states and 

territories do not have common (and therefore comparable) means of reporting.  


