
NAPLAN 2013 National Report 
 

The NAPLAN Achievement in Reading, Persuasive Writing, Language Conventions and 

Numeracy: National Report for 2013 was released on December 13. Below is a summary of the 

gender data which separates the performances of males and females in tables with commentary. 

The full report can be accessed from the National Assessment Program website at: 

www.nap.edu.au 
 

Year 3 Australian NAPLAN scores   

Mean scale score / (standard deviation) 
 

 Reading Persuasive 

Writing 

Spelling Grammar and 

Punctuation 

Numeracy 

Male 411.3 

(81.9) 

402.1 

(73.6) 

401.1 

(81.7) 

418.9 

(83.7) 

399.0 

(68.4) 

Female 427.1 

(78.4) 

 

429.7 

(64.1) 

421.0 

(75.8) 

438.0 

(79.2) 

394.6 

(63.0) 

 

Year 3 commentary 

“In persuasive writing, spelling, and grammar and punctuation, the mean scale scores for female 

students are higher than the mean scale scores for male students for Australia overall and for 

most jurisdictions. In reading and numeracy, the mean scores for male students are close to the 

mean scores for female students for Australia overall and for most jurisdictions.  

In reading, persuasive writing, spelling, and grammar and punctuation, higher percentages of 

female students achieved at or above the national minimum standard compared with male 

students, with most differences between 3 and 4 percentage points. For all jurisdictions, greater 

percentages of male students than female students scored in the highest achievement band 

(Band 6 and above) in numeracy.” (p. 63). 

 

 Year 5 Australian NAPLAN scores   

Mean scale score / (standard deviation) 
 

 Reading Persuasive 

Writing 

Spelling Grammar and 

Punctuation 

Numeracy 

Male 497.4 

(66.0) 

463.4 

(72.9) 

485.3 

(75.0) 

492.4 

(70.7) 

492.2 

(74.0) 

Female 507.4 

(63.0) 

492.8 

(63.8) 

503.5 

(69.9) 

509.2 

(66.9) 

479.2 

(68.3) 
 

Year 5 Commentary 

“In persuasive writing, spelling, and grammar and punctuation, mean scale scores for female 

students are higher than mean scale scores for male students, for Australia overall and for all 

jurisdictions. The differences range from 17 scale points in grammar and punctuation to 29 scale 

points in persuasive writing. In reading and numeracy, mean scores for male students are close 

to mean scores for female students for Australia overall.  
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In reading, persuasive writing, spelling, and grammar and punctuation, higher percentages of 

female students achieved at or above the national minimum standard compared with male 

students, with differences between 2 percentage points in reading and 7 percentage points in 

persuasive writing. In numeracy, there is no difference between male and female students in the 

percentage who achieved at or above the national minimum standard. For all jurisdictions and for 

Australia overall, greater percentages of female students compared with male students scored in 

each of the three highest achievement bands (Band 6, Band 7 and Band 8 and above) in 

reading, persuasive writing, spelling, and grammar and punctuation. In numeracy, greater 

percentages of male students than female students scored in each of the two highest 

achievement bands (Band 7 and Band 8 and above).” (p. 127). 

 

 Year 7 Australian NAPLAN scores   

Mean scale score / (standard deviation) 
 

 Reading Persuasive 

Writing 

Spelling Grammar and 

Punctuation 

Numeracy 

Male 536.3 

(68.1) 

499.9 

(78.1) 

541.3 

(73.3) 

524.7 

(78.8) 

547.3 

(73.9) 

Female 545.0 

(64.1) 

534.8 

(69.7) 

557.7 

(67.1) 

546.0 

(73.3) 

536.7 

(68.2) 
 

Year 7 Commentary  

“In persuasive writing, spelling, and grammar and punctuation, the mean scale score for female 

students is higher than the mean scale score for male students, for Australia overall and for most 

jurisdictions. In reading, the mean scores for male students are close to the mean scores for 

female students for all jurisdictions and for Australia overall. For the ACT, the mean score in 

numeracy for male students is higher than the mean score for female students; in all other 

jurisdictions and for Australia overall, the mean score for female students is close to the mean 

score for male students. 

In reading, persuasive writing, spelling, and grammar and punctuation, a higher percentage of 

female students achieved at or above the national minimum standard compared with male 

students, with differences between 3 percentage points in reading and 9 percentage points in 

persuasive writing. In numeracy, there is no difference between male and female students in the 

percentage who achieved at or above the national minimum standard.” (p. 191). 

 

 Year 9 Australian NAPLAN scores   

Mean scale score / (standard deviation) 
 

 Reading Persuasive 

Writing 

Spelling Grammar and 

Punctuation 

Numeracy 

Male 574.7 

(64.2) 

534.1 

(89.8) 

574.6 

(68.7) 

562.7 

(78.6) 

590.0 

(84.6) 

Female 586.0 

(61.9) 

574.9 

(79.0) 

591.1 

(63.3) 

583.9 

(75.1) 

576.9 

(79.2) 
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Year 9 Commentary 

“Mean scale scores for female students are higher than the mean scale scores for male students 

in persuasive writing, spelling, and grammar and punctuation for Australia overall and for most 

jurisdictions. These national differences range from 17 scale points in spelling to 41 scale points 

in persuasive writing. In reading and numeracy, the mean scores for male students are close to 

the mean scores for female students. The differences between male and female students’ mean 

scores are similar in all jurisdictions. 

In reading, persuasive writing, spelling, and grammar and punctuation, a higher percentage of 

female students achieved at or above the national minimum standard compared with male 

students, with differences between 3 percentage points in reading and 14 percentage points in 

persuasive writing. In numeracy, the percentage of female students who achieved at or above 

the national minimum standard is close to the percentage of male students who achieved at or 

above the national minimum standard. For all jurisdictions, greater percentages of male students 

than female students achieved in the two highest achievement bands (Band 9 and Band 10) in 

numeracy. In all other assessment domains, greater percentages of female students than male 

students achieved in the three highest achievement bands (Band 8, Band 9 and Band 10).” (p. 

255). 

 

Achievement of Year 3 Students in Reading by Sex, Australia, 2008-2013 (p. 259) 

 

Year 3 Reading Commentary  

“The data show that this pattern of moderate improvement in mean reading achievement from 

2008 to 2013 and no change from 2012 to 2013 applies equally to male and female students. 

There was a moderate increase in the percentage of female students achieving at or above the 

national minimum standard which was not evident for male students, but the difference between 

the changes in the percentages of female and male students at or above the national minimum 

standard was small. The mean for female students was higher than the mean for male students 

by 15 scale points in 2008 and by 16 scale points in 2013”. (p. 300). 

 

 

 



4 

 

Achievement of Year 5 Students in Reading by Sex, Australia, 2008–2013 (p.260) 

 

Year 5 Reading Commentary 

The data “shows a moderate increase of 18 points in the mean reading achievement for Year 5 

students over the period from 2008 to 2013 but no change between 2012 and 2013. The table 

also shows a substantial increase in the percentage of students working at or above the national 

minimum standard from 2008 to 2013 and a moderate increase from 2012 to 2013… there were 

similar improvements in mean reading achievement from 2008 to 2013 for male and female 

students.” (p. 300). 

 

Achievement of Year 7 Students in Reading by Sex, Australia, 2008–2013 (p. 261) 

 

Year 7 Reading Commentary 

“Results indicate that nationally there was no change in mean reading achievement for Year 7 

students from 2008 to 2013 or from 2012 to 2013, nor was there any change in the percentages 

of students working at or above the national minimum standard. The same patterns were evident 

for male and female students.” (pp. 300-301). 
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Achievement of Year 9 Students in Reading by Sex, Australia, 2008–2013 (p. 262) 

 

Year 9 Reading Commentary 

“For Australia overall there was no change for Year 9 students in mean reading achievement or 

in the percentages working at or above the national minimum standard over the period from 

2008 to 2013 or from 2012 to 2013. The same pattern was evident for male and female students 

in Year 9.” (p. 301). 

 

Achievement of Year 3 Students in Numeracy by Sex, Australia, 2008–2013 (p. 280) 

 

Year 3 Numeracy Commentary 

“Results indicate that there were no changes in Year 3 mean numeracy achievement at a 

national level from 2008 to 2013 or from 2012 to 2013. There were no changes in mean 

numeracy achievement over these periods among either male or female students. There was an 

increase in the percentage of female students, and for students as a whole, in Year 3 working at 

or above the national minimum standard between 2012 and 2013.” (p. 301). 

 

 

 

 



6 

 

Achievement of Year 5 Students in Numeracy by Sex, Australia, 2008–2013 (p. 281) 

 

Year 5 Numeracy Commentary 

“There was no change in the mean numeracy achievement for Year 5 students at a national level 

from 2008 to 2013, or from 2012 to 2013, nor was there any change in the percentage of 

students working at or above the national minimum standard. There was also no change in the 

mean numeracy achievement of either male or female students in Year 5 between 2008 and 

2013, or between 2012 and 2013.” (p. 301). 

 

Achievement of Year 7 Students in Numeracy by Sex, Australia, 2008–2013 (p. 282) 

 

Year 7 Numeracy Commentary 

“Results show that, at a national level, there was no change in Year 7 mean numeracy 

achievement or in the percentage of students working at or above the national minimum 

standard from 2008 to 2013 or from 2012 to 2013… there were no changes in any of these 

statistics for male and female students separately.” (p. 302). 
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Achievement of Year 9 Students in Numeracy by Sex, Australia, 2008–2013 (p. 283) 

 

Year 9 Numeracy Commentary 

“Results show no change in mean Year 9 numeracy achievement from 2008 to 2013 or from 

2012 to 2013. However, there was a moderate decline in the percentages of students working at 

or above the national minimum standard over both time periods. In fact the decline for the six-

year period appears to be a consequence of the drop from 94 percent to 91 per cent between 

2012 and 2013. No changes in mean numeracy achievement are evident for male or female 

students. However, the moderate declines in the percentages working at or above the national 

minimum standard were evident for both male and female students.” (p. 302). 
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