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Destroying the joint: why women have to change the world – Edited by Jane Caro 

She [the Prime Minister] said that we know societies only reach their full potential if 

women are politically participating. Women are destroying the joint – Christine Nixon 

in Melbourne, Clover Moore here. Honestly… there isn’t a chaff bag big enough for 

them - 2GB Radio Broadcaster Alan Jones, 31 August 2012 

The term ‘destroying the joint’ came directly from Alan Jones comments on live radio. On the 

evening of Jones’ provocative comments Jane Caro, the Editor of this book, tweeted a 

response which invited women to come up with new ways of destroying the joint. A social 

media based movement was born that continues today through Facebook and Twitter, where 

‘Destroyers’ post messages or tweets which aim to “dissuade any person from publicly 

displaying sexist, misogynistic and other forms of discriminatory behaviour - such as racism, 

religious persecution and homophobia - when referring to any person, but particularly to 

women, in public life” (Facebook FAQ by Destroy the Joint). 

Destroy the Joint has gained momentum since its inception and this book extends the 

group’s reach. High-profile Australian women from a variety of backgrounds contribute to the 

collection. The breadth of styles, genres and perspectives is fabulous. Like any collection, 

there are pieces that one reader is drawn to and that another reader dislikes. The text is 

firmly fixed in the current day, although there are references to feminist acts in the past. 

Topics covered include: disability, social justice in developing countries, female body 

functions, rape, women CEOs, sexism, misogyny, and motherhood. 

These new-wave or postmodern feminists encompass a “broad church” (p. xiv). Seventeen 

year old Lily Edelstein writes that girls in school are “given seminars on self-esteem and self-

defence, but no time is given to the wider reality of being a girl” (p. 47). Carmen Lawrence 

questions “Does it actually improve the quality of our lives to spend hours at work, depriving 

ourselves of precious time with friends and family; time for leisure and creativity?” (p. 74). 

Emily Maguire takes an international perspective and responds cleverly by stating that 

“When women participate politically, joints do get destroyed…joints that deny girls education, 

that claim democratic status while refusing women citizenship…” (p. 88).  

For the girls in our schools, social media groups and hashtag activism can provide concrete 

outlets for communal empowerment. This text introduces postmodern feminism agendas in 

the Gen Y context. Destroying the Joint would certainly be a good text for those who have 

already joined the online and social media Destroy the Joint movement, and for those who 

want to learn more. Steph Bowe who is eighteen years old, speaks for many school girls 

when she says “It’s easy to be discouraged from going into male-dominated professions 

when you see how much flak women like Julia Gillard and Christine Nixon receive” (p. 218).  

There are a couple of authors in this collection who appear to be pushing their own agendas 

rather than adding to the collective voice. Readers can make up their own minds about 

which authors present as individuals. Humorous pieces from Corinne Grant and Wendy 

Harmer add contrast to the collection, which can be rather heavy in parts. Perhaps a good 

reading strategy would be to dip in and out of Destroying the Joint according to whim and 

fancy, rather than reading it from cover-to-cover. 
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Susan Johnson’s fictional piece Outside Manners is particularly memorable for the character 

June, a corporate wife whose husband continues to destroy the joint while “she thinks there 

is something she does not yet understand, hovering just outside the edge of her awareness” 

(p. 214). Likewise, Stella Young writes candidly about not even being allowed in the joint 

because of disability. She states that even the Destroy the Joint movement excluded 

disability from their pledge; “the omission of disability as a reason many people experience 

hate and exclusion, is striking….it reinforces the invisibility and exclusion that women with 

disabilities already face. It’s yet another thing to overcome” (p. 255). 

Christine Milne’s contribution tracks her personal and lifelong journey to “challenge the 

power structures that say that might is right and that today is more important than tomorrow”. 

She recalls her school boarding years at St Mary’s College in Hobart – which is an Alliance 

member school. Milne ends her chapter by paying tribute to the nuns of St Mary’s who 

taught the girls to “stand up for what we believed in, to stand up for justice’s sake, to use our 

god-given talents to improve the lives of others because we had been afforded so many 

opportunities denied to millions around the world” (p. 24). Milne’s chapter - Destroying the 

joint is about more than being a woman in power - is inspiring reading and a highlight of the 

collection. 

Destroying the Joint: Why women have to change the world is a thought provoking, 

provocative and polemic collection of writing from a diverse group of women. It is a timely 

text and adds to the Australian feminist cannon with a bang. 
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