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FROM THE EDITOR...

OUR FIRST PATRON’S FUNCTION...
Dame Beryl Beaurepaire returns to Fintona

This is an exciting issue of In Alliance.
Once again, the results of a survey for
which member schools have contributed
data, are published.  An astonishing 32
schools completed the survey.  The results
must encourage us all!  They show
academic achievement far above the
norm, and the selection of tertiary courses
over an very wide range of areas.  Our
girls are spreading their talents into every
area of Australasian life.

Confirming the excellence of our
students' opportunities and outcomes is
research by Professor Peter Carpenter and
Professor Martin Hayden.  They have
isolated factors through which girls in
girls' schools are advantaged in achieving
academic excellence.  It is fine and
detailed research, and should be of great
interest to our own communities and
those thinking of sending daughters to our
schools.  You may wish to publish
excerpts in your school publications.  

We thank Professor Carpenter for making
the findings available to us. 

We again focus on those significant and
outstanding women who have accepted
our invitation to become Patrons of the
Alliance.  We introduce Eve Mahlab, Carla
Zampatti and Dale Spender.  Dr Spender's
contribution, “Why a Matron, not a
Patron!” will delight and challenge.

We report with pleasure, our first
Patron’s function, with Dame Beryl
Beaurepaire.  Further functions will be
arranged in your state in 1997: please
watch for them, and clear your diary.

On the subject of dates, don’t forget the
Annual Conference on 2 & 3 May 1997
in Sydney. We plan to publish all our
dates for 1997, including the dates of
overseas conferences, as soon as possible
so you can place them in your diary.

Ros Otzen, Editor

36 Heads and Senior staff from
Melbourne girls’ schools enjoyed the
company and wisdom of Alliance Patron,
Dame Beryl Beaurepaire at Fintona Girls’
School on Thursday 31 October 1996.

She spoke to us in her characteristically
interesting, informative and relaxed way.

She commented that perhaps "Matron"
would be a more appropriate title than
“Patron”, underlining the effect of a
history of male dominance in so many
areas of our society. (In an extraordinary,
but not perhaps unexpected coincidence,
Dr Dale Spender argues the same point
elsewhere in this issue.)

An entertaining and fascinating journey
through Dame Beryl’s years since she left
Fintona at the end of her schooling
followed, with many anecdotes
underlining how and why girls need to

believe that they can do anything they
want if they will only try.

Dame Beryl spoke of the ongoing need
for single-sex girls’ schools to provide an
environment where girls are encouraged;
of the importance of female role models
in senior positions, but the need also to
have a balance of men on a staff, and not
just in the mathematics, science and
technology areas.

This late afternoon seminar was a
wonderful opportunity for those attending
to be reassured of the need and the
purpose of single-sex schools for girls.
Dame Beryl is a strong supporter of such
educational environments, and is quite
clearly proud to be associated with our
Alliance.

Deborah Seifert, Headmistress, 
Fintona Girls’ School
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Eve Mahlab is the Managing Director of her own family
investment company, Mahlab Investments Pty Ltd.  She is also
director of several corporate, government and community
boards including those of the Westpac Banking Corporation,
the Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical Research, the
Victor Smorgon Charitable Trust, and the Australian
Association for Philanthropy.

She was born in Vienna and migrated to Australia with her
parents in 1939.  She attended school and university in
Melbourne, where she graduated in law and then practised as
a solicitor.  Finding it difficult to balance a legal career with
family, she established, in 1964, a home-based employment
agency which she eventually built into a national small
business in human resources and publishing.  In 1982 she
was named Qantas-Bulletin Australian Businesswoman of the
Year.

She retired from active business management early in 1987
to take on Board appointments as well as film and other
projects.  She is interested in contributing her lateral thinking,
strategic marketing and human resource skills to areas which
interest her, which include (but are not confined to) business,
the status of women and the media.  In 1988 she was
appointed an Officer  in the Order of Australia for services to
government, business and the community - particularly
women.

In the past she has served on the Co-ordinating Committee
of the Women's Electoral Lobby, the Monash University
Council, the Advisory Board of the Centre for Philosophy and
Public Issues at Melbourne University and the Australian
Canned Fruit Marketing Board.  She also founded the Know
Biz (Business Education) Association, which provides links
between schools and businesses, and co-founded the
Australian Chapter of Femmes Chefs d’Enterprises (the
international association of Women Business Owners) as well
as the well-known annual Sydney community Christmas
event, “Carols in the Domain”.

She is married to Frank Mahlab.  They have three adult
children and two grandchildren. 

Carla Zampatti is one of Australia's fashion pioneers.
Born in Italy, she has developed her own fashion style, a
blend of Australian and Italian influences.  When she
began in 1965, Australian women looked overseas for
fashions, but she has created a distinctively Australian
style.

She has been honoured in the award of the Medal of
Australia, the fashion industry’s Lyrebird Award, is a
Qantas-Bulletin Businesswoman of the Year, and has
received the Ufficiale of the Italian Republic, a special
award by the Italian Government to Italians living
overseas who have achieved excellence in their industries.
She was voted Designer of the Year in the 1994 FIA
awards.

Over the years, she has expanded her wholesale and
retail network, and now covers Australia with thirty Carla
Zampatti boutiques.  She designed the Commonwealth
Bank corporate uniform in 1986.

She has been appointed to the Life Be In It board, the
Council of the Dante Alighieri Society and is a Trustee of
the Art Gallery of NSW.  She has a place on many
significant boards, including the International Wool
Secretariat, the Australian Graduate School of Management
and the Australian Ballet School.

A unique achievement was her involvement with Ford
Australia.  She is believed to be the first woman designer
asked to design a car for the women’s market.  She
worked on the Laser produced in 1985, and followed up
with a collection of Lasers and Meteors in 1987.

She is married to John Spender and they have three
children.

PATRONS OF THE ALLIANCE

Eve Mahlab AO Carla Zampatti AM

...continued overleaf
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PATRONS OF THE ALLIANCE CONTINUED...

Dr Spender completed her BA and Dip Ed at Sydney
University, and is an MA (NSW), Litt.B (UNE) and PhD
(London).  She is one of Australia’s most distinguished
researchers, writers, editors, broadcasters and teachers.
She is a Senior Research Associate, WITS (Women,
Information, Technology and Scholarship) University of
Illinois, and Adjunct Professor, University of Queensland.

She is a board member of  the Australian Society of
Authors and the Communications Research Institute, and
a Director of the Copyright Agency Limited (CAL).  She is
a member of the Australasian Interactive Multimedia
Industry Association.

She has given expert advice to the Australian
Government, undertaken research and policy formulation
for the Office of the Prime Minister and Cabinet, and
contributed to the Government’s Superhighway
Roundtable.  She has acted as a consultant on education
and information technology for many schools and
colleges.  One of her priorities is the development of
educational and gender policy for an electronic age.

Author and editor of more than thirty books, she has
founded publishing imprints, series and journals, and is
now involved in the electronic media as co-originator of
WIKED - an international data base on women.  She is
well-known for her research on the effects of gender in
the classroom, in which she demonstrated that boys
annex far more of the teacher’s time and attention than
girls.

She has been the series editor of Penguin Australian
Women’s Library and founding and consulting editor of
Women’s Studies International Forum and The Athene
Series. 

There was a time when ‘matron’ and ‘patron’ were
equivalent terms.  So too were ‘Lord’ and ‘Lady’.  But
while Lord has retained its status, ‘lady’ has been
downgraded to refer to any woman, and sometimes
not too positively.  The same with ‘courtier’ and
‘courtesan’, ‘King’ and ‘Queen’, ‘Sir’ and ‘Dame’: they
all started out to refer to women and men of
comparable status, but with time, the words
associated with women became debased.

Yet it is possible for the language community to
reclaim some of these women’s words.

It was hard trying to get a Matron on the Board
while it referred to the Head of Nursing; but with the
entry of male nurses to the profession (and their
rapid rise to the top, and their rejection of the title
‘matron’), the term has been abandoned in favour of
‘Director of Nursing’.  So ‘matron’ is available for
reinvesting with some of its old connotations.  I think
it is time to put women’s achievement back into the
picture, and to make it clear that women can support
and provide matronship in their own right.

Because, understandably, I have as much
discomfort with the word ‘patron’ as males in nursing
did with ‘matron’.

Which is why I am proud to be a matron of the
Alliance of Girls’ Schools.

Dale Spender

Among her notable books are Man Made Language,
Women of Ideas, Invisible Women, Writing a New World:
Two Centuries of Australian Women Writers, The Writing
or the Sex? Or, why you don’t have to read women’s
writing to know it’s no good.

She is a regular guest on radio and television, writes
regular columns in The Courier Mail, The Weekend
Australian, as well as articles for many other newspapers
including The Guardian, Times Higher Education
Supplement, Listener, Sydney Morning Herald, The Age,
The Australian, The Bulletin, New York Times Book
Review, Women’s Review of Books.

She has given more than 300 keynote addresses, one
at our own conference, Giving Voice to Girls.

Why a Matron, not a Patron

Dale Spender AM
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AUSTRALASIAN GIRLS’ SCHOOLS:
Tertiary Destinations & Courses

Alliance members have responded
magnificently to the latest survey, with
32 schools providing information about
which tertiary institutions and courses
their 1995 Year 12 students are
attending in 1996.

The results are fascinating and
worthy of close study. 3597 girls were
enrolled in Year 12 in the 32
respondent schools, of whom 2972
entered University in 1996.

TERTIARY DESTINATIONS
The graphs (right) indicate the

percentage of students in Victoria and
New South Wales gaining entry to
particular Universities.  Samples for
other states and New Zealand were too
small to provide useful data.  

UNIVERSITY COURSES
The data show the wide range of

degree courses chosen by the girls.
One notable development in recent
years is the proliferation of double
degrees and 15.5% of all students
elected to study for two degrees.
Interestingly, most girls interested in
Law chose it in conjunction with
another degree.

In a future issue of In Alliance, we
will be seeking to compare these data
with data collected from the general
school population in Australasia.

It is clear that the numbers of
students graduating from girls’ schools
in Australia are substantial, and that
girls’ schools are a most significant
educational sector.  The splendid
outcomes in terms of numbers entering
tertiary education are cause for us to
be proud, and a clear indication of the
outstanding quality of education girls’
schools provide.  Likewise, the broad
range of courses into which girls are
enrolling indicates that girls have
moved away from the very limited
choices which were previously
regarded as appropriate to females,
and that girls’ schools are educating
women for the contemporary world
and the future. If, as Judith Gill
suggests, the appeal of girls’ schools
“...is traditional, almost nostalgic...”, the
outcome for their students is not.

SURVEY PARTICIPANTS
State/country Number of Year 12s Number of University entrants
Victoria 18 2120 1767
NSW 9 991 805
Qld 2 264 210
SA 1 65 62
WA 1 132 96
NZ 1 25 22

32 3597 2962

The data did not show clearly enough for all schools the number of students
entering TAFE courses, going to employment or other private courses.  In Victoria,
10.7% of girls took up TAFE courses.

Charles Sturt 3.1%

Southern Cross 1%
New England .5%

Wollongong 3.1%
Newcastle 1.9%

Canberra 4.3%
ACatholicU 2.6%

Other Unis 1.4%

UTechS 11.1%

Western Sydney 5% NSW 14.8%

Melbourne 35.2%

Monash 22.5%

LaTrobe 11.2%

Swinburn 2.7%
VUT 4.4%

Ballarat .9%
ACatholicU .6%

Other Unis 1.7%

Deakin 10.8%

RMIT 10%

Sydney 35%

Macquarie 10.7%ANU 5.5%

Law/Law plus another degree 7.0%
Arts 21.1%

Arts 18.6%
Arts - PR, Media, Communication 2.5%

Sciences 11.5%
Science 9.5%
Applied Sciences 2.0%

Commerce, Economics, Business, Marketing 14.0%
Medicine/Health 13.0%

Medicine/Pharmacy 2.0%
Veterinary Sci .25%
Med. Related 1.25%
Nursing/Health 5.0%
Therapies 3.7%
Dentistry/optometry etc .4%

Social Sciences 2.0%
Engineering/Eng plus another degree 2.5%
Architecture 1.9%
Design, Music, Creative Arts 5.7%
Education 4.3%
Computing/Information technology 1.0%
Human movement/recreation 1.7%
Tourism/Hospitality 2.2%
Other double degrees 9.1%

Arts/Arts .3%
Arts/Commerce 2.8%
Arts/Science 2.9%
Science/Commerce .9%
Other 2.2%

Other 10.0%

UNIVERSITY COURSE SELECTION FROM 32 AUSTRALASIAN GIRLS’ SCHOOLS 1995

TERTIARY

DESTINATIONS OF

GIRLS IN NEW

SOUTH WALES

TERTIARY

DESTINATIONS OF

GIRLS IN VICTORIA
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Our attention was drawn by the following letter in
The Age, on 22 October. (See right)

We contacted Professor Carpenter, who was most
helpful, and sent us a full copy of his paper, with
permission to print exerpts for the interest of members
of the Alliance.  His is a most significant research
project and we thank Professor Carpenter for his
generosity in sharing it with us.

GIRLS’ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS:
SINGLE SEX VERSUS

COEDUCATIONAL SCHOOLS

IN AUSTRALIA

Peter Carpenter
Institute of Catholic Education, Melbourne

Martin Hayden
Lincoln Institute of Health Sciences, Melbourne

This study investigates whether school sex
composition affects girls’ academic achievement in
the final year (year 12) of schooling net of other
conceptually relevant factors...

In Victoria and Queensland, slightly more than
half of the year 12 students are girls... Most of the
girls who remain in school until year 12 attend
public schools, but about 40 percent attend private
schools, that is, Catholic or other independent
schools (Australian Bureau of Statistics 1986b).
Secondary school retention rates are associated
with student social origins (Rosier 1978; Western
1983) and with attendance at private schools.
Currently in Australia, 38 percent of students who
enter public secondary schools complete year 12, while about
65 percent of those who enter private schools do...

The sample of year 12 students drawn from Victoria
includes girls in public girls’ schools.  In Queensland, all
public secondary schools are coeducational, and when the
data used here were collected, all private schools were single-
sex.  This was not true in Victoria, where a number of private
schools were co-educational.  The sample of year 12 students
drawn from Victoria also includes girls in private
coeducational schools.

RESULTS
DESCRIPTIVE STATISTICS

The correlations between social origins and attendance at
single-sex schools is stronger among Victorian girls than
among Queensland girls.  This is most noticeable when the
correlations between parents’ education and the sex

composition
of the school are compared.  Among girls with better-
educated parents, those in Victoria are much more likely to
attend a single-sex school than those in Queensland.

Likewise, students’ perceptions of teachers’ and parents’
encouragement for higher education and friends’ college
plans all correlate more strongly with school sex composition
in Victoria than in Queensland, and a similar pattern can be
observed in the correlations between the likelihood of
pursuing a science course in year 12 and school sex
composition.  Girls in Queensland may be more likely to
pursue a science course in year 12 than girls in Victoria, but
the relationship between single-sex schooling and the pursuit
of such a course is stronger in the latter case.  Finally, in
Queensland, the sex composition of the school bears almost
no relationship to girls’ year 12 academic achievements (r =
.032).  In Victoria, it is a relatively important correlation,
though the strength of the relationship is not particularly great

The Age 22/10/96In mother’s footsteps
from Professor P.G. Carpenter

DR JUDITH GILL is quoted (11 October) as saying that single-sexschools “may be overrated. The appeal... is traditional, almostnostalgic...”
In the late 80s, Professor Martin Hayden and I examined the impactof single-sex schools on the year 12 academic achievement ofstatewide samples of girls in Victoria and Queensland. This was net ofthe impact on these girls’ achievements of their family occupationaland educational backgrounds, teacher and parent encouragement foruniversity study, their friends’ plans to attend university and the type ofyear 12 curriculum each girl was studying. The sampling, proceduresand statistical methods we employed were subject to intense scrutinyby expert reviewers from the American Sociological Association andour research was published in an official Journal of that Association,Sociology of Education. [Vol 60, July 1987: 156 - 167]Irrespective of whether the single-sex school was in the Government,Catholic or independent school sector, the choice of such a school by orfor a girl was predicted by the education level of the girl’s mother - thebetter educated the mother the greater the likelihood her daughterwould attend a single-sex school.

Secondly, attendance at a single-sex school rather than acoeducational school predicted among girls, even after the impact oftheir family backgrounds, parental and teacher encouragement forhigher education, the likelihood of peers determined to attend highereducation and, crucially, far more likelihood to undertake apredominantly science-oriented year 12 course.When the girls’ year 12 results were examined, attendance at asingle-sex school gave a girl a decided advantage even when theimpact of family background, teacher, parental and peerencouragement for higher education and year 12 curriculum type hadbeen taken into account.

P.G. Carpenter, Australian Catholic University, Oakleigh

THE GENDER DEBATE

New research findings strengthen the argument in favour of single-sex girls’ schools
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(r = .174).  In fact, the social influence variables and science
curriculum are much stronger predictors of girls’ year 12
academic achievement in Queensland than in Victoria.  In
general, year 12 girls in Victoria are more likely to report
positive social influences to enter college than girls in
Queensland, but the latter benefit much more in terms of
their final high school grades from such influence. . . 

THE ANTECEDENTS OF ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT
School sex composition is more closely tied to social

origins in Victoria than in Queensland.  This is especially
interesting because in Queensland, girls’ schools are
exclusively in the private sector (Catholic or independent),
while in Victoria, there are coeducational private schools and
a tradition of single-sex public schools.  The present result
suggests that upper-middle-class parents choose single-sex
schooling for their daughters.  In both states, the daughter of
a better-educated mother is significantly more likely to attend
a girls’ school...

In Queensland, teachers’
and parents’ encouragement
for further education are
associated with better-
educated mothers and, in the
case of parents’
encouragement, with father’s
occupational prestige.  The
sex composition of the school
does not directly affect
teachers’ or parents’
encouragement.  The pattern
of these results, however,
reveals how the social
structure affects the social
influences to which seniors
are exposed as they consider
the options available to them
after high school.  Girls from
upper-middle-class homes are more likely to receive
encouragement to enter college, and such girls are likely to
attend single-sex schools.

In Victoria, father’s occupational prestige and parents’
education are correlated positively with teachers’ and parents’
encouragement for higher education, but these variables do
not have a significant direct effect on such encouragement
when the sex composition of the school is controlled.  Sex
composition, however, bears directly upon the receipt of such
encouragement: girls at girls’ schools are more likely to
receive such encouragement than girls at coeducational
schools...

In both states... girls in girls’ schools are more likely to
have friends who plan to go to college.  Mother’s education is
also a significant predictor of friends’ plans in Victoria, even
when the sex composition of the school is controlled.
Indeed, these results suggest that the educational level of a
girl’s mother has powerful influences on the type of school
the girl attends, on the encouragement she receives to obtain
a level of education akin to her mother’s (directly or via
single-sex schooling), and on her association with friends
who have similar educational plans.

...In Queensland, father’s occupational prestige directly

affects the likelihood that a girl will pursue a science course
in year 12, net of the sex composition of the school, and... in
Victoria, the sex composition of the school directly affects the
likelihood that a girl will pursue a science course.  Again, in
Victoria, the sex composition of the school mediates the
effects of social origins upon an antecedent of academic
achievement.

The picture that emerges... highlights the differing impact
of parents’ choice of daughters’ schooling... mother’s
education emerges as a strong predictor of the type of school
a girl attends and the encouragement she receives to attend
college.

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT
...In both samples of year 12 girls, aspects of the social

structure bear directly upon average academic results.
Queensland girls whose fathers hold prestigious jobs have

higher average year 12 marks
than other girls.  Victorian girls
whose fathers are better
educated are similarly
advantaged... Our results show
that girls from the upper middle
class have a small, continuing
advantage in final high school
grades, even among girls
fortunate to complete high
school.

When school sex
composition is held constant,
these direct effects of social
status upon girls’ average year
12 marks remain largely
unchanged.  In Queensland,
school sex composition does
not significantly affect year 12
marks.  In Victoria, where
single-sex schooling has a

much stronger tradition, the marks of girls attending girls’
schools are 3 percent higher than the marks of girls in
coeducational schools (b = 3.288).

At the final step in the analysis, we find that a portion of
the direct effect of father’s education is mediated but that the
effect of school sex composition upon average year 12 marks
in Victoria remains virtually undiminished.  This indicates
that girls in girls’ schools have higher academic
achievements, even when social origins, social
influence, and curriculum are controlled. For girls in
Victoria, teachers’ encouragement for higher education
provides a significant boost to average marks, as does the
completion of a science-oriented year 12... for girls in girls’
schools, friends’ college plans and academic achievement are
positively correlated (r = .108) and... for girls in coeducational
schools, friends’ college plans are negatively correlated (r =
.091).  In girls’ schools, having friends who plan to enter
college enhances year 12 grades... In Queensland, taking
science courses increases girls’ average marks by almost 10
points (B = 9.792).  In Victoria, it increases girls’ average
marks by less than half that amount (b = 4.7).

...continued overleaf
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DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION
In Victoria, girls who attend girls’ schools receive

consistent encouragement from parents, teachers, and, by
example, friends to enter college; and in year 12, they are
more likely to take mostly science subjects, the prerequisites
for so many professional courses in
colleges and universities in
Australia.  In addition, the benefit of
a better-educated mother extends
beyond the choice of a single-sex
school to the likelihood that girls
will be exposed to peers who
encourage college attendance.

The key question is whether for
these girls, any of these factors,
particularly school type, has any
effect on year 12 marks.  Quite
clearly, the choice of single-sex
schooling has independent
effects upon the average year 12
marks even when social origins,
social influence, and school
curriculum are taken into
account. School curriculum and
the perception of teacher
encouragement for college entrance
exercise slightly larger effects upon
academic achievement than school
sex composition, but the
independent effect of the latter is a
key finding.  The sex composition
of the school not only predicts a girl’s exposure to key
social influences and curriculum choices but also
mediates the effects of the social structure upon
achievement and clearly plays a role in reinforcing the
social and cultural advantages of particular girls.

In this sense, the present result
adds weight to those accounts of
social inequalities in youths’
academic achievements that stress
the role of particular kinds of
schools in assisting young people
from generally upper-middle-class
homes to achieve well at the end of
high school.

In Queensland, where all girls’
schools are private, a different
pattern emerges.  Once a
secondary school has been
selected, it has little impact upon
curriculum decisions, parents’
or teachers’ influence on the
choice of postschool options, or
academic achievement. School
selection does depend upon an
aspect of social status (i.e.,
mother’s education), and girls
who attend girls’ schools are
more likely to have friends who
plan to enter college after year 12.

For these girls, father’s occupation affects academic
achievement via school curriculum and perceived
encouragement for higher education.  These latter variables,
and particularly the pursuit of a science course, are important
predictors of year 12 grades, even when school sex
composition is taken into account.

Though coeducation has been
supported for several decades on social
grounds, the debate over the
effectiveness of single-sex versus
coeducational schools for girls continues,
particularly in the wake of microanalytic
studies showing that in coeducational
classrooms, teachers give girls less time,
less attention, less encouragement, and
less value than boys (Stanworth 1983).
Writing of the British situation, Deem
(1986) comments that the shift to
coeducational schools may not have
hindered girls’ achievements but
certainly has not improved them.  In her
view, some of the changes made in the
organisation of British schools to reduce
social class inequalities “may well have
increased gender inequality” (p.177).
Deem notes that for those girls who
would formerly have gone to girls’
grammar schools, now largely replaced
by mixed comprehensive schools in an
effort to achieve greater class equality in
education, the chances of academic
success may have been reduced.  Within

Australia, however, supporters of coeducation argue that girls’
schools are more likely to promote traditional and sex-
differentiated social values (Morgan 1986, p.36).  The
Australian Education Council (1985), on the other hand, has
stressed that the treatment of girls in coeducational schools is a

cause for concern.  Our findings support
attempts in Australia to provide single-
sex classrooms for subjects such as
mathematics, computer science, physics,
and chemistry.  In this sense, the liberal
reformist perspective referred to earlier
finds support.

Coeducational and single-sex schools
may differ in a number of ways that are
difficult for the researcher to control
(Commonwealth Schools Commission
1975).  Despite these difficulties, the
importance of the issue clearly calls for
much more research on the effects of
single-sex and coeducational classes
upon the academic behaviour of boys
and girls.  As the Australian Education
Council has recently commented, “the
fact that it is girls and not boys who
appear to be disadvantaged in
coeducational classes should not be a
reason for delaying the taking of action”
(1985, p.65).


