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All participants of the 1998 Student Leaders’ Conference on the steps of ‘Gooloowari’, an historical property in Ipswich.
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Welcome to 1999! 

1998 finished on a strong note, with the
Leadership for Women of the New
Millennium Conference for student
leaders at Ipswich Girls’ Grammar. All
reports attest to the enormous value of this
conference: you can hear some of the
feedback in this edition of In Alliance. There
may well be a place for a regular conference
of this sort. We owe Carolyn Anderson our
warmest thanks for organising such a
stimulating and imaginative program for the
girls, and for hosting the Conference at her
school.

While on the subject of Conferences,
don’t forget AGSA’s Reach for the Stars
with your Feet on the Ground Conference
and Annual Meeting this year at Lowther
Hall in Melbourne. I know you will be
excited by the program outlined within by
Deborah Seifert of the Organising
Committee.

I am very pleased to introduce your new
Executive Officer, Sue Collister, who has
already picked up the task and swept into

action. We are delighted with her, and know
you will be too when you meet her at the
AGSA Conference. Owing to the difficulties
associated with our change-over of
Executive Officers, the fourth issue of In
Alliance for 1998 didn’t make it to the
presses, but you will find this edition full of
good things.

You will be challenged by the report on
the International Student Project from Judy
Petch of Melbourne Girls’ College and to see
realised a genuinely global learning
opportunity, which her students tackled with
real relish. The highlight was for the girls
actually to go to South Africa at the
completion of the project to meet those they
had worked with.

The next In Alliance will feature Girls in
Sport. You will hear from our members what
is happening in girls’ sport all over
Australasia. I am waiting to hear from you!

Have a great 1999!

Ros Otzen Editor

FROM THE EDITOR...

Once again, girls’ schools were over-
represented in supplying the top-performing
Year 12 students. We congratulate ourselves
heartily! 

There are still some commentators who
find this an aberration, although when boys
out-performed girls, that was regarded as
normal. In Victoria, one argument ran that
the dominance of girls was due to the
feminisation of the Certificate, particularly in
assessment, which now, supposedly,
favoured girls by rewarding diligence in

completing projects, and by encouraging
discussion in all studies. Girls are apparently
better than boys in these areas. A return to
exams was suggested as combating this
undesirable situation. How is it, then, that
girls from girls’ school are equally successful
in other education systems which favour
exams, such as that in the United Kingdom?
Could it be that girls’ schools happen to be
particularly good schools which help their
students to do their very best?

DUX OF YEAR 12 - 1998

In Alliance Editorial Deadlines 1999
Volume 13 ........................................................................................................... Monday 3 May
Volume 14............................................................................................................. Friday 30 July 
Volume 15 ..................................................................................................... Friday 29 October

All copy is welcome but must be submitted to Dr Roslyn Otzen by the above dates.
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In October 1998, Sue Collister was appointed to the
position of Executive Officer of the Alliance of Girls’ Schools
(Australasia) until May 1999. Her association with single sex
girls’ schools started in 1973 when she started Year 7 at
Lauriston Girls’ School in Melbourne. After leaving school Sue
obtained a Bachelor of Town and Regional Planning (Hons)
from the University of Melbourne and then a Diploma in
Education. Since 1984, most of her working life has been
associated with St. Catherine’s School in Toorak, first as a
Secondary History and Geography Teacher, and now with a
role in Administration. During 1996, St. Catherine’s celebrated
its Centenary and she became Assistant to the Principal in
charge of organising everything to do with the School’s
Centenary! This job ranged from organising the movement,
feeding and entertaining of 1000 people from Melbourne to
Castlemaine on a Steam Train, to marketing the Centenary
History, to planning a church service at the Cathedral to
overseeing the administration of a pageant. It was certainly an
exciting time, but one that tested every organisational skill
that she possessed!

When Judy McCowan asked Sue if she would be interested
in taking on the role of Executive Officer of the Alliance of
Girls’ Schools last year, she was thrilled. Sue has always seen
the importance of single sex girls’ education, firstly as a
student, then as a teacher and now as a parent. Sue has
found the enthusiasm and interest of the 1999 Conference
Committee very stimulating and she has enjoyed contact
already with many of our members.

There are many exciting plans for the Alliance in 1999.
Both NSW and Victoria are organising International Women’s
Day Breakfasts in March, and the other states will also be
planning activities. Already many Schools are organising
workshops with the Self Made Girl Project and the Alliance
will soon have its own web-site name. Although based in
Melbourne, Sue is very committed to providing assistance and
advice to all our members and she looks forward to helping
to organise and participate in some of your activities. Sue
feels it is very important to keep our members informed and
hopes to continue to send our members informative reports

and relevant articles from all states of Australia, New Zealand
and its affiliates overseas.

Sue is a mother of four children, the youngest two being
twin girls. The Alliance Directory lists many good reasons in
answer to the question, Why Choose a Girls’ School? To Sue
the answer that sums it all up is that “the confident
atmosphere at Girls’ Schools yields lifelong rewards”. As an
educator and parent, she has no greater wish than that to be
the result of her daughters’ education.

WELCOME...
... to our new Executive Officer, Sue Collister
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Building networks and developing self-knowledge were
two of the themes running through the events and activities
planned for the Alliance of Girls’ Schools Conference -
Leadership for Women of the New Millennium - in December
1998.

In our schools we are ever conscious of the need to
develop personal skills which empower our students to
accept challenges and responsibility. We hope that our
students will be leaders in society, leaders in whatever they
choose to undertake. We plan
to give them skills that prepare
them for diverse situations. As
well we involve our students
in decision making and offer
them opportunities to use the
skills we are developing,
within the environment of our
schools.

Most schools provide
leadership programs for their
seniors through workshops,
camps, outdoor activities, co-
curricular activities or
structured programs.

The challenge for the
Alliance was to provide a
conference which built on the
range of experiences of the students from various schools,
provided practical opportunities for development of skills and
took students beyond the realm of their experiences to date.

Drawing students from schools throughout Australia and
New Zealand presented a wonderful opportunity for girls to
develop links with others who were facing similar challenges.

The conference had to set a scene and a theme.
Fortunately Dr Dale Spender, as one of the Alliance patrons,
was enthusiastic about speaking about women as leaders and
their future challenges. For many of the students, her short
history of the women’s movement for equality, with all its
conflicts and paradoxes, was challenge in itself. Many of the
girls had not studied the women’s movement and were
fascinated by the stories of women such as Vida Goldstein,
Emma Miller and Florence Nightingdale - who they knew for
her medical career but had not thought of as a leader for
women’s rights. They will probably all remember the ultimate
medical put-down, “We wish to put ourselves on record as
believing firstly that the practice of novel reading is one of
the greatest causes of uterine dreams in young women”. (J D
Kellog MD, “Ladies Guide in Health and Disease”)

Dr Dale Spender also challenged the girls to look at the

future of work. Many were uncomfortable with her vision, if
for no other reason than their disagreement about how
technology will reflect on her challenges.

Her call to the young women to organise their lives rather
than have them organised, to assess themselves, to network
and find mentors, and to influence the future, set a wonderful
theme for this conference.

The philosophy behind the organisation of the conference
was such that the girls should always feel that this was a
program for young adults rather than for students. The
planning therefore was undertaken to ensure activities, meals
and “the finishing touches” were what we as teachers would

expect if we were attending a
conference. The expectation,
therefore, was that the
students would respond as
young adults rather than as
children away from the
restraints of their schools. I
personally feel that this was an
effective philosophy and that it
elicited an appropriate
response from participants.

CONFERENCE

ORGANISATION

Most of the conference
sessions were facilitated by
The Australian Youth
Development Programme, an

organisation with much experience in running leadership
programmes for schools. The participants undertook a range
of activities covering topics such as Building the Winning
Team, Exploring Trust, How to make People Set UP and
Listen, Open and Honest Communication and Goal Setting
and Getting. The activities included high adventure abseiling,
the creation of garbage bag ball gowns for the “valedictory”
dinner, a formal conference dinner attended by Mr Stan Klan,
Alliance Committee Member and Principal of Fairholme
College, and panel sessions with past school leaders and a
number of guest speakers.

CONCLUSION

Planning for the conference started with the intention of:

• Developing skills of leadership and “fellowship” that
would assist students as school leaders in 1999.

• Providing a dual focus - LOCAL (School) and GLOBAL.

• Combining a mix of speakers, workshops, developmental
activities (both indoor and outdoor), symposiums and
recreational activities.

LEADERSHIP FOR WOMEN IN THE NEW MILLENNIUM

Ipswich Girls’ Grammar School, 13-17 December 1998

Carolyn Anderson, Principal of Ipswich, and student participants,
report on a superb conference for student leaders

Three girls with Dr Dale Spender (keynote Speaker) and 
Mrs Carolyn Anderson (IGGS Principal).



• Producing charters to be taken back to the school as a
proposal for leadership in 1999.

The reality was much more
comprehensive. The impact on
student leadership from this
school’s perspective has already
been considerable, with senior
students exhibiting a mature
understanding of their role and
possessing a determination to
“make a difference” in their final
year of school.

THE STUDENTS HAVE

THEIR SAY...
New Zealand participant, Rachel

from Chilton St James School
reflects the general feeling of
students after the conference.

I had a fabulous time and learnt
so much, not only about being a
leader, but also about myself. One of
the many highlights was meeting
and becoming friends with many
Australian girls. A group of us have already been in contact
following the course. It will be of great benefit having leaders
with similar interests and ideas to mine, with whom I can
exchange problems and successes throughout 1999.

I really appreciated being part of the conference in Ipswich
- the skills I have gained I will take with me throughout my life.

Weeks after starting school, an Ipswich
student, Georgina, attests to the practical
impact of the conference is having on
participants’ leadership roles in their
school.

In only our third week back at school
and in our new roles as student leaders, we
have realised that the information we
gained from the Alliance of Girls’ Schools
Leadership Conference is invaluable. The
contacts we made, the advice we were given
and the vision we all shared gave us a
wonderful preparation for our final year at
our schools. The conference programme was
intense but worthwhile. There was a good
balance between theoretical and practical
activities that everyone took part in. A man-
made cliff was constructed in the
gymnasium so that we could abseil, and a
“flying wedgie” became the hot favourite.
We also participated in games and exercises aimed at
developing teamwork and trust that were both challenging
and enjoyable. In our more theoretical sessions, we had the
opportunity to discuss possible problems we face in our schools,
and possible solutions to these. The sessions also gave us the
chance to network with other schools and develop contacts
that we can call on this year and in future years.

We were able to talk to girls who had already finished year
12, and listen to any advice and guidance that they offered.

One of the things that made the
conference particularly rewarding
was the atmosphere of enthusiasm
we were all immersed in. All of us
were there for the same reason - to
make a positive difference in our
final year at high school by acting
as a united body. We shared a
common goal, and the conference
was a launching pad for our ideas
and objectives.

We recommend this conference,
or conferences like this, to all
schools. It was a valuable
collaboration of ideas, plans and
enthusiasm that every student
contributed to. The challenge we are
faced with now is holding on to that
enthusiasm, and letting it guide us
through our final year.

... AND MORE INFORMALLY

Emma, Liz and Emily, elected
Captains for 1999 at Korowa in

Victoria, went to Ipswich with high hopes. They were not
disappointed.

Liz: It was different to what I expected.

Emma: I was expecting a seminar - sitting, taking notes. But it
was full of physical activity!

Liz: I liked that, in the end. The trust games taught us how to
trust our team; we discovered you can’t work in a team

without trust, but once you had that trust,
anything was possible.

Emily: After just a few games we were
relating to each other as if we’d been with
each other all our lives! All in two days! It
was terrible saying goodbye. We thought if
that could work in a group of virtual
strangers, imagine how well we would do
with girls we know well!

Emma: We learnt how to relate what we’d
done in our games to our actual school life
and leadership

Liz: ... applying the principles we’d learnt.

Emily: We’d find ourselves running around
thinking, “What’s this got to do with it?” 

Emma: So I found myself sitting down and
thinking how this related to school life. I was
building on what she told us, thinking

further, past what we’d got to

Emily: ... and how to function best for the benefit of the school.

Liz: I found it hugely motivational! It would have been good to
have been to it a week before school went back, because I
wanted to put things into action straight away.

Emma: Yes! It gave us a lot of new ideas - some crazy, whacky! 

5
...continued on page 8

Emily, Emma and Liz discuss the conference.

Preparations for the ‘Garbage Bag Ball’ 
or Valedictory Dinner.
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The International Student Project was originally developed
as part of an overall strategy of the second Australasian
International Conference on the Education of Gifted Students
(1997) with the aim of increasing the contribution of school
students to the conference. The success of the initial project
in 1997, held in Melbourne, assured its continuation.
Melbourne Girls’ College expressed interest in 1997 and sent
a team of 5 middle school girls to the conference. As a result
of the positive experiences had by all girls, the college again
expressed interest in participating in the 1998 conference. The
overall aim of this conference was for joint projects to be
undertaken by student teams from Victoria and South Africa,
together with student teams located in a range of countries.
The project topics were based on hypothetical situations of
global significance and local relevance. During the initial
stages of the project students were required to undertake
specific tasks and share ideas and information through
interactive technology such as e-mail (internet).

The selection of a team of 5 girls from MGC was based on
the following criteria:

• academic or creative
ability

• commitment to their
work

• maturity

• the ability to work as
part of a team for the
duration of the
project

• leadership qualities

• self motivation

Initially students
developed cyber profiles
of themselves and their interests. They sent them via e-mail to
the electronic list so that all participating schools could access
the project. From the range of information received, students
were able to build up a database of all Project members. The
list also provided a forum for students to continue to
exchange thoughts and ideas during the course of the project.

Research for their hypothetical was done via the Internet
and other available resources, including staff with specific
expertise, and outside agencies. The girls had to work
through a series of generic problem solving skills, including
identifying the problem, generating ideas and planning for
action. As they investigated key aspects of the problem they
e-mailed their findings on a regular basis to their partnered
project team, sending lists of useful resources, comments on
the topic and so on. They then had to formulate a means of
presenting their findings and solutions to others.

The final forum in Pretoria enabled the students to present

their findings to participants of the 1998 International Project.
Throughout the course of the conference students met
together to plan their presentations and performances. An
audience of South African students was provided to enable all
participating students the opportunity to perform in front of a
large group of people. Whilst this was the primary objective,
obviously there were many other activities provided in order
that students could both experience South African culture and
develop friendships with international students.

And how did the girls benefit from such an experience?

The Project enabled them to:

• experience working together with students from a range of
cultures and countries

• work cooperatively and collaboratively on a problem
solving extension activity together with like minded
students from other schools

•  enhance their ability to use current technology as a means
of communicating with
others

• develop communication
skills and maintain
communication via a
range of methods
throughout the project
and beyond

•  learn further means of
researching and gathering
information and methods
of collating and
presenting solutions to a
problem

•  gain a greater
understanding of issues

affecting today’s society

• have the opportunity of presenting their findings at a
public forum and developing the presentation and public
speaking skills to complete this successfully

Upon returning to school the five girls involved were
asked to give a presentation to the school community. Each
student selected a different experience in order that an insight
was given into all aspects of the project, including the final
forum in South Africa. A summary of some of their speeches
is included.

“So the big question is, why exactly did we go to South
Africa? Well we went to represent Melbourne Girls’ College in
a student conference where we discussed ideas and
possibilities that are going to influence the international
community as the world moves into the next millennium.
Despite how lofty that sounds, it is actually what we did. Our
particular topic was Genetics, Cloning and Future Directions.
We were given a hypothetical situation which took us to a

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT PROJECT

8-19 August 1998, Pretoria, South Africa

Official Opening of the International Students’ Project, 
St Alban’s College, Pretoria, South Africa 1998
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place where cloning was already a reality. It was then our
task to work with other schools over the internet to construct
a set of guidelines for all cloning activities. Now I’m sure
many of you are thinking that it was a
great opportunity to surf the internet
and send e-mails. However there was a
little more to it than that. The timeline
for the project meant that we had to be
very efficient in our use of time and
our ability to research information. Try
looking up Cloning some day and you
will find an enormous number of sites
on anything and everything from the
cloning of Dolly the sheep to
Americans for cloning Elvis. We
delegated different tasks within the
group in order to be both efficient and
thorough in our understanding of the
issue. We met regularly to discuss our
findings, engage in debate and also to
listen to the experiences and views of
others within the school and beyond.
The Project required a great deal of commitment but it was
well worth it. The major highlight was the opportunity to
meet and work with people from different countries.”

“The two major requirements of the conference in Pretoria
were to present our solutions and guidelines to all
participants. Within our smaller teams we finalised solutions
and developed a creative means of presenting what we had
been working on. We decided to use role play as our means
of translating our collective understandings and engaging the
audience. All students within the team took on various roles
which were presented in the form of a press release. A time
limit was set for fifteen minutes. It was obvious that all
groups had worked particularly hard throughout the months
prior to the conference as the standard of the presentations

was very high. The second requirement involved working
with the larger hypothetical groups who researched the same
issue. We were given the task of producing a three minute

drama presentation that would raise
the relevant issues both for and against
the given topic and indicate some sort
of resolution. The only prop we were
provided with was three metres of
unbleached calico and a container of
red paint. As a team we decided to
portray the fear of a master race
controlled by a powerful dictator and
the potential of technology to multiply
cloned human beings for particular
ends. From the audience we had
members of our team raising
objections about the various moral,
ethical, legal and scientific issues
confronting the subject of human
cloning. All of the presentations were
innovative and challenging and were
met with a great deal of enthusiasm

from the audience.”

“The next International Student Project will take place in
Melbourne in 1999. If you are prepared to give up some of
your time for the opportunity to be involved in looking at
issues which will confront us in the future, then look out for
this rewarding and highly enjoyable project. You won’t regret
it.”

Judy Petch, Director of Middle School 
and teacher involved in project.

YEAR 10 STUDENTS WHO PARTICIPATED IN THE PROJECT
Erin Harman, Christina Boszan, Joanne Luke, 

Victoria Kuczer, Miranda Wallis

Students from Melbourne Girls’ College with International
students from Raucall Girls’ High, Soweto, South Africa.
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THE ALLIANCE CONFERENCE 
30 April - 1 May 1999, Lowther Hall AGS, Melbourne

“Reach for the Stars with your Feet on the Ground”
You should now have received registration forms for the 1999 Conference.  The Conference will be opened by Emeritus

Professor Hedley Beare who will present a global overview on emerging trends for the 21st Century, and their impact on
girls’ education.  Gaell Hildebrand of Melbourne University will follow in the same theme of reconstructing girls’ education
for the new millennium.  Both Hedley and Gaell have represented Australia at numerous overseas conferences, being guest
speaker at many, and bringing international as well as local contexts to their addresses.  Friday will finish with dinner and
speaker Tonya Roberts of the ABC.

After the AGM on Saturday morning, Susan Halliday, Sex Discrimination Commissioner, will speak, followed by a choice of
four smaller group sessions with diverse presenters.  Jan Douglas, retired Head of Mentone Girls’ Grammar, will close the
conference, addressing issues of Headship.  There will be an evening tour of The Victorian Arts Complex and dinner at
Southgate for those who can stay through Saturday evening.

It is hoped that there will be a good number of classroom teachers from each girls’ school attending, along with Principals
and senior staff, allowing interaction and networking between education specialists in girls’ education in conjunction with the
stimulation of addresses from experts in their field.                                Deborah Seifert, Conference Organising Committee

in alliance is designed by Kerri Valkova Tel: 0412 0416 52 & printed by Ennis & Jarrett. Correspondence: Korowa AGS, Ranfurlie Crescent Glen Iris 3146 Tel: (03) 9885 0336

Continued from page 5...

Liz: We spent the last day or so making a plan for what we’d
like to do in our school, actually coming up with solutions to
improve things.

Emil: We understood we had to work
with faculty, not against them, to get the
best outcomes.

Liz: The last day was really
brainstorming, and coming up with
ideas we could put into practice in our
schools.

Emma: They emphasised networking so
much,

Liz: ... so we really got into networking
then and there.

Emily: It also made us feel proud of our
school when we had something in place
which other schools didn’t!

Emma: There were about 100 girls and
we could all relate to each other as girls
- like a mock year-level. A different
situation but the same things applied.

Emily: Boys would have brought a
different perspective, 

Liz: ... they have a different look on everything. Even though
we don’t have boys in our schools, they would have brought a
different voice, different contributions.

Emma: The guy, “Slats”, was great fun,

Emily: ... on our level. He asserted his authority without
repressing us! There was mutual respect.

Liz: I was surprised by Dale Spender! She is so into electronic
communications! We still like paper, but she was totally
against it.

Emma: Miss Queensland’s experiences
were interesting.

Emily: Dr Hilda Hillard was wonderful!

Emma: She was in her eighties but she
was so inspirational. I can just imagine
her taking someone with no self
confidence and no clear idea who she
was going to be, and helping her to find
her true direction.

Liz: She was the best speaker. It was not
so much on leadership as meeting a
person who showed how she survived in
her culture, how she found her place in
the world.

Emma: She was on our wavelength. 

Emily: She had such an open mind!

Liz: ... with such an interesting theory
of life.

Emily: She said at the moment people see
life as like an upturned parabola. Most people go down after
35, whereas she thinks you should still be going up, with your
greater wisdom, your greater spiritual experience.

All: Overall, the experience was inspiring, the ultimate
motivator. We would recommend it be held again, for the next
group of leaders. We are bursting with ideas and enthusiasm,
and just hope that we can pass on the inspiration and
motivation and ideas we learnt, to our school.

Georgina Robinson (IGGS 1999 Head Girl) front, and Sarah 
Ross abseiling in the gym for Tuesday’s Adventure Activities.


