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I would like to wish the Principals and staff of our 
member schools a happy new year and hope that 
the first term has begun successfully. The Victorian 
Bushfires have been devastating for many people and 
we are aware that schools have been also impacted 
upon. There have been some schools which have 
lost members of their school communities and other 
schools where buildings and resources have been lost. 
Not only are our prayers with you in the weeks and 
months ahead, but I know that our member schools 
will offer whatever practical help is required.

In January of 2009, student leaders from our schools 
participated in the annual Student Leadership 
Conference. In reading the feedback from the students 
and our facilitator, Outward Bound, it is pleasing to 
note the success of the conference. Our student leaders 
made connections with other young women from 
Australia and overseas, and they found it enormously 
beneficial to share common concerns and ideas. The 
students were able to overcome their own concerns 
about taking on leadership roles within their schools 
and they benefited from the activities organised by 
Outward Bound. The students were also most articulate 
in offering suggestions for improvement. It is clear 
that schools undertake significant leadership work with 
their students and if the Student Leadership Conference 
is to remain worthwhile and current, we will need to 

offer more challenging activities for the students. 

During 2008, the Alliance of Girls’ Schools 
commissioned ACER to undertake a research study 
on the achievement of girls in girls’ schools. The 
summary of findings can be found in this edition and 
I would like to thank those schools which participated 
in the research. It is our intention to give emphasis to 
research in the coming years so that there is substantial 
evidence on the benefits of a girls’ education.

The Alliance of Girls’ Schools has also employed a 
researcher whose task is to undertake searches and 
develop abstracts of research which may be useful 
for our member schools. You will find some excellent 
abstracts on Science education for girls in this edition 
of in Alliance. 

Given that we will not be holding a Staff Conference in 
2009, the AGM will take on a different format which 
you will shortly be informed about. I will be stepping 
down as president and remaining on the executive as 
immediate past president for another twelve months. I 
will not be present at the 2009 AGM because I will be 
taking study leave in the United States from the end 
of March to early June. I look forward to returning to 
Alliance matters later in the year.  

Susan Just
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s 29 May 2009 Alliance Annual General Meeting, 5 pm, Melbourne, venue to be advised

17 – 19 June 2009 National Coalition of Girls’ Schools Annual Conference, Holton-Arms School, 
Maryland, US 

August 2009 Information about Student Leadership Conference 2010 on web site

September 2009  Registrations due for Student Leadership Conference 2010

16 – 18 November 2009 Girls’ Schools Association (UK) Annual Conference, The Majestic Hotel, Harrogate

13 – 17 January 2010 Student Leadership Conference 2010, St Hilda’s School, Southport, Queensland

28 – 30 May 2010 Alliance Conference, Ascham School, Edgecliff, Sydney, NSW
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From the Editor...
Jan Butler

I heard a wonderful speech by Geraldine Doogue at an International 
Women’s Day breakfast where, in talking about some aspects of her own 
life and career, she stressed how important it is, particularly for women, to 
take risks and take on things that may seem too difficult and terrifying at 
first but will stretch them and enable them to develop and grow. At times 
they will fail – ‘of course you will have failures!’ - but that is part of the 
learning process. She said that research has shown that people are happier 
if they are doing this than if they are content to be successful without 
undertaking greater challenges.

At our schools we know this, and our girls are encouraged to aim high and 
take up opportunities which extend them and give them insights into future 
possibilities for their lives. Alliance schools have many exciting programs 
in science and it has been difficult to select those that we can share in this 
magazine. I’ve also been inundated with fabulous photos of girls doing 
science and I’m sorry I don’t have room to print them all.

St Hilda’s School, Queensland, profiles a Year 12 student who was 
selected to study at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) 
in Boston, United States, a world leader in Science research. Another 
student who has achieved high awards in Science is from Diocesan 
School in Auckland NZ, and students from Tintern Girls Grammar 
School, Victoria, and MLC School, Sydney, recall their experiences at the 
National Youth Science Forum. St Mary’s Anglican Girls’ School, WA, 
has several students involved in the BioGENEius Challenge which is an 
extracurricular competition that provides an opportunity for outstanding 
high school students to undertake research in the field of biotechnology. 

Two girls from Clayfield College in Queensland are participating in a 
BioQuest workshop at the Seattle Biomedical Research Institute. Ogilvie 
High School, Tasmania, writes about an excellent science teacher who has 
inspired many girls as well as about their excellent science programs. St 
Catherine’s School, Victoria describes their Science Students @ Work and 
other Programs. Penrhos College, WA, explains how they are promoting 
Women in Science with their breakfast workshops led by Alumnae. Year 9 
students from Abbotsleigh have partnered with the University of NSW in a 
pilot engineering program. These are just a few examples of the outstanding 
science programs happening in Alliance schools.

With so many impacts on our environment as a result of climate change 
and the need to understand what is happening and what governments are 
planning, it is important that our girls are involved in the debates and are 
being equipped to contribute to the solutions. Sometimes they may be taken 
out of their comfort zones, but this is what contributes, as Geraldine says, 
to a fulfilled life.

The Alliance welcomes Kate Broadley who has been employed to search 
the literature and provide abstracts of recent research so you can keep 
informed about studies relating to girls’ education in girls’ schools. Some 
of these are printed here and you will find others on the Alliance web 
site. Kate has also prepared an Executive Summary of the ACER Report 
commissioned last year by the Alliance. You will find Kate’s summary of 
the research on Girls and Science in the centre of the magazine as a handy 
lift-out. 

Jan Butler

3Team work at All Hallows' School



Priyani Madan of Tintern Girls Grammar attended 
the 2009 NYSF, and here is an extract of her report.

While at NYSF, the knowledge I gained was 
priceless. Being a part of the physics group, we 
focused a lot on astrophysics, therefore visiting the 
Tracking Station, the Research School of Physics at 
ANU, the Supercomputer at ANU, Molonglo Radio 
Telescope, the Department of Physics at ANU, 
the Academy of Interactive Entertainment and 
many more places. We learnt about so many things 
beyond our world and mind-blowing information 
about the universe. An example of this would be 
the scale of our own Earth in comparison to the 
universe. This comparison began with Earth being 
scaled against the different planets in our galaxy. 
This was then compared against the sun, and 
then even bigger stars. This scale really shocked 
everyone – with the earth ending up being less than 
a speck on the screen! 

We also learnt about the people who work at these 
places, how they got to be where 

they are and how they find their job. This therefore 
helped us on considering our own future careers 
and perhaps considering the places we had visited 
as future jobs. We performed experiments while 
at the different lab visits too. One very enjoyable 
experiment was playing with a device that was 
discovered in the 1930s – ahead of its time. This 
was a mirror on a stand that attracted the rays of 
the sun, and was attached to an FM radio. A couple 
of metres away (to begin with) we had a dish, 
which we directed the rays of the sun to, with the 
mirror. The sound waves from the radio travelled 
along the light waves, and then were received 
on the other end, and transformed back to sound 
waves and were able to be heard on a receiver. 
We kept moving the stand with the dish back 
until we had travelled across the street and were 
still able to hear the sound waves. This was very 
interesting to learn about, and we also learnt about 
the limitations of this experiment – such as the sun 
having to be out! 

I learnt about nanotechnology, 
global warming, the 
restrictions of our Earth and 
also the limits which have 
been if not surpassed, but 
definitely pushed – and 
how I too, can push these 
boundaries. We attended 
several open forum debates; 
where an expert in the 
chosen area, for example 
Global Warming, would 
present information 
about the topic and their 

experience in it, and then the floor would be open 
to debate. Everybody had their own views, and 
it was an enjoyable experience to present one’s 
own opinion, but learning from what our own 
peers had to say was also an experience that I will 
never forget. Other open forum debates included 
topics such as nanotechnology; science, ethics 
and the law; ‘should humans be allowed to live 
forever?’ and genetic science. We also had an 
international video conference with CERN, the 
European Organization for Nuclear Research, the 
world’s largest particle physics laboratory, based in 
Switzerland. 

Not only did we learn about science, but also 
about Year 12, negotiation skills, university 
and our career paths, scholarships, public 
speaking and ourselves. These seminars were 
all incredibly useful and each served its purpose 
and complemented the science aspect of NYSF 
effectively.

This program would not at all be possible without 
my supporting rotary club, the Rotary Club of 
Diamond Creek, my supportive school, Tintern 
Girls Grammar, my parents, all the staff at NYSF, 
the incredible director of NYSF, Geoff Burchfield, 
all the partners and universities involved with the 
NYSF, and the NYSF in general.

The twelve days in Canberra were some of the best 
days of my life and was an experience I will never 
forget. The networks will last with me forever and 
the knowledge is irreplaceable. I definitely gained 
what I had hoped to achieve – broader horizons 
and an even brighter future. 

Priyani Madan

MLC School, NSW, Year 12 students Jessica Tong 
(left) and Aditi Mahajan (right) won places at the 
National Youth Science Forum in 2008 and wrote 
what the experience means for Science enthusiasts 
at the brink of making those first career decisions. 
It was also an honour for them to have MLC 
School Captain from 2007 and NYSF participant 
Melissa Radjenovic (2007) (centre) as one of their 
academic advisors and student mentors. 

The National Youth Science Forum, was one of the 
most rewarding, eye-opening, tiring and inspiring 
experiences of our lives. Two amazing weeks were 
spent at the Australian National University (ANU) 
visiting labs, seminars, forums and workshops, and 
bonding with 160 like-minded students and staff, 
all of whom share a passion and enthusiasm for 
science and education.

The Science forums offered discussion on climate 
change, science and ethics, even an explanation 
of Hollywood’s skewed portrayal of the dangers 

of stem cell research and cloning. 
Ultimately, we learnt that science 
education is of the utmost importance, 
not only in helping people understand the 
various biotechnologies that are being 
developed, but in encouraging young 
people to develop an interest in one of 
the most fascinating fields of human 
knowledge.

An intriguing guest speaker, Associate Professor 
Greg Woods, spoke about the plight of the 
Tasmanian devil and his research into overcoming 
the facial tumours that have contributed to their 
falling numbers. Although it was a surprise that he 
began his career in science as an immunologist, 
Prof Woods substantiated that a career in science 
can be monumentally rewarding and engaging.

Another talk was about the Phoenix Mars Mission, 
and in spite of its brevity, I felt inspired to embark 
on a career working with NASA, where I could 

combine my love of maths and science.

It is this most important aspect of NYSF that we 
would love to highlight, and in fact, this is what 
makes it such a unique and worthy program. It is 
an experience that does not educate its students 
via textbooks or academic lectures, rather, it’s an 
eye-opening experience that gives young men and 
women a taste of the infinite possibilities and the 
expansive scope of science.

Jessica Tong 

National Youth Science Forum
‘Not your average science camp!’
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Kayla Mizzi
Since early May 2008 I have been researching genetic aspects of the severe childhood 
disease Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy (DMD) at a UWA laboratory. DMD is caused 
by a mutation of a gene that codes for the dystrophin protein, which is vital to the 
integrity of muscle cells. Without it, muscles waste away, resulting in the death of the 
patient. My research focuses on identifying new targets for a possible ‘exon skipping’ 
therapy within the gene, aiming to exclude disease-causing mutations by bypassing 
regions of the genetic code so that a semi-functional protein will be produced. The 
result would be to convert DMD to the less severe form of the disease, Becker 
Muscular Dystrophy (BMD). With BMD, the patient can live a full life. To date, I 
have identified one branch point in a mouse gene and will be performing trials of 
exon skipping therapies by masking this with an Antisense Oligonucleotide (a sort of 
genetic band aid which induces exon skipping). I will also continue trials which seek to 
identify branch points within the human dystrophin gene that may, in the future, help to 
provide a therapy for DMD. 

Lucy Membrey
My mentors, Dr Kamal Almeh and Mr Feng Xiao, are specialists in the field of micro 
photonics and thus are extremely knowledgeable in my area of study. My project is 
research into the possibility of using lasers in combination with adaptive optics to take 
high resolution pictures of the retina. This process requires a Shack-Hartmann laser 
and various deflectors such as mirrors which alter the size of the laser for projection 
onto the eye. These pictures, once captured in high resolution, can be cross-examined 
with an image of a normal/healthy retina to determine the early development of 
diseases such as Alzheimer’s by detecting various aberrations in the tested retina. 
The location and type of aberration is specific to its function within the eye and the 
information gathered from this abnormality, thus some differences could potentially 
relate to other diseases. This technology is in the very early stages of development but 
has huge prospects for the future, perhaps including the specific diagnosis of the said 
disease and many more. 

Yasmin Soliman
My mentor Arie Paap, Professor Alameh and other PhD students have designed and 
constructed an automated weed sensor, which utilises lasers to discriminate between 
crops and plants. About fifteen laser beams shoot onto the leaves of targeted plants, 
and a percentage of the laser beam is reflected back and recorded by an image sensor. 
This data is transferred into software which does a lot of mathematical calculations 
identifying it as a weed or a crop. If a weed, it is either selectively sprayed with 
herbicides, or its location is recorded in a GPS system for later use. What I’m doing is 
all to do with the type of lasers used. For the most accurate data, lasers used at certain 
wavelengths highlight the most prominent spectral differences between crop and weed. 
Using a spectrometer I am acquiring the spectral reflectance of Skeleton weed, a major 
pest to Australian farmers, Canadian fleabane and perennial grass. This research is very 
important as it mitigates the disadvantages of the current methods of weed control: 
spot spraying (labour-intensive and time-consuming) or blanket spraying (threatens 
biodiversity and is costly due to herbicide wastage.) I feel so privileged to be awarded 
the opportunity to work alongside PhD students working on real projects. 

The International sanofi-aventis BioGENEius Challenge is an extracurricular competition that provides an opportunity for outstanding high school 
students to undertake research in the field of biotechnology.

Participating students are paired with one of Western Australia’s world-class biotechnology scientists who mentor them through a high-level research 
project. Biotechnology is the most exciting science of the 21st century, with promises of revolutionising human health and wellbeing, improving 
industrial practices and environmental management. St Mary’s girls Kayla Mizzi, Lucy Membrey and Yasmin Soliman were selected on their merit 
to participate. St Mary’s is delighted to report that Kayla and Yasmin have been selected from ten finalists in Western Australia to participate in the 
International BioGENEius Challenge in the United States in May 2009. We wish them all the best.
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BioGENEius Challenge
Students from St Mary’s Anglican Girls’ School, WA. Reprinted from school magazine, Fideliter



In May 2007, a group of five St Catherine’s School students were 
selected to take part in the Science Students @ Work Program, which was 
developed by Faculty Leader of Sciences, Vanessa Jackson-McRae and 
Georgene Bridgeman from Akorn Educational Services in 2003, aimed at 
widening students’ perspectives of the place of science in the workplace. 

As participants in this practical and vocational program, the St Catherine’s 
students from Years 11 and 12 were given the unique opportunity to solve 
a scientific problem, working as a team and being guided by the School’s 
Science staff, Akorn Educational Services, the Kids Foundation and The 
Royal Children’s Hospital. 

The students were given their brief - to develop a diary for burns victims - 
by Susie O’Neill, CEO of Kids Foundation. The girls were asked to design 
the journal in such a way that it would be a record for each child, as they 
journeyed along the road to recovery. The diary would also need to be a 
book which gave each child’s health care professionals a glimpse into the 
girl’s or boy’s emotional shape. The students were unfamiliar with the 
world of a burns victim, and so they met with staff from the Burns Unit at 
The Royal Children’s Hospital and a teenage burns victim and also spent 
many hours conducting their own research as part of the Program. 

The students analysed, evaluated and compiled 
relevant data into a succinct report, a task which 
was not only vital for the project, but linked 
the real world to the classroom. The project 
has given these Senior students exposure to 

a whole new set of experiences and challenges which they would not 
have otherwise encountered. The girls have learnt the fundamentals of 
teamwork, goal-setting, prioritising, planning and multi-tasking, and 
quickly realised that in order to achieve a common objective, they had to 
pool together their collective strengths and function as one. The end result 
is certainly a testament to the girls’ successes in doing just this.

The written component of the diary was completed and illustrator, Luke 
Ilott, generously gave his services  ‘pro bono’ so that the book could be 
both accessible and attractive to the children for whom it is intended. The 
book will be launched later in the year and the Kids Foundation aims to 
distribute it to every hospital in Australia to assist burns victims in their 
recovery.

From one industry project to another… A group of Year 11 students at St 
Catherine’s are currently working on an exciting project with the Oncology 
Department at Melbourne’s Monash Medical Centre. The students have the 
challenging task of developing educational toys to assist young children 
diagnosed with cancer. Having already visited the Children’s Cancer 
Centre and spoken with staff, and more recently, working in the School’s 
own Early Learning Centre to conduct research, the girls, guided by their 
Science teachers, are now converting their research into a practical and 

simple children’s toy which will enable medical 
staff to explain the impact and treatment of 
cancer to preschool-aged children. 

At St Catherine’s it is not only students who are 
working in industry. The School’s Faculty Leader 
of Sciences, Vanessa Jackson-McRae, was one 
of 15 Victorian teachers recently selected to 
participate in a Statewide Teachers in Industry 
Program. During her placement, Vanessa was 
supervised by Dr Peter Binks, CEO of NanoVic 
(based at Monash University) and had the 
opportunity to meet with scientists in the areas 
of Metallic Nanoparticle Imaging Reagents in 
Radiology, NanoArray Diagnostic Biochip for 

Science comes alive at St Catherine’s!
Sylvia Walton, Principal, St Catherine’s School

“The students analysed, 
evaluated and compiled 

relevant data into a 
succinct report, a task 

which was not only 
vital for the project, but 
linked the real world to 

the classroom.”
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St Catherine’s students are working on an exciting project with the 
Oncology Department at Melbourne’s Monash Medical Centre. Pictured 
are Year 11 students Isabelle Sayers, Emily Hamilton, Min Sun Choi, 
Kyoung Ha Kim, Mariah Lee, Emmaline Raggatt and Kelsey Winney.

Sophie Carneli and Emma Harlock 
are two of St Catherine’s Year 7 
students who are growing plants for 
Melbourne Zoo’s orang-utans



In an effort to highlight a broad range of careers, Penrhos College is 
hosting a variety of workshops aimed at promoting Women in Science 
throughout 2009. Engineering, Oceanography and Veterinary Science 
will all be profiled, along with Medicine and popular Health Science 
options such as Occupational Therapy, Physiotherapy and Speech 
Therapy. 

Open to students from Years 9 to 12, as well as parents, the workshops 
are held from 7 am to 8.20 am in the College’s Llew Woodford Function 
Centre, with guests enjoying a healthy breakfast while listening to the 
stories of Penrhos Alumni members.

 ‘The response to our Dream Big Breakfast Seminars has been extremely 
positive,’ Penrhos College Development Manager Shelley Robinson 
said. ‘It’s been a great opportunity to connect our Alumni with current 
students and parents, while showcasing the amazing careers our past 
students have pursued.’

In May Penrhos will hold a morning titled Careers in Science: not just 
for boys, with the date specially selected to coincide with an Alumni’s 
visit to Perth while on leave from Stanford University in the US. 

‘Since launching the workshops I’ve been inundated with emails from 
Alumni who are pursuing unique or unusual careers in Science,’ says 
Shelley. ‘Our students are benefiting from these stories prior to making 
career choices themselves.’

Water Analysis and NanoParticle Diagnostics, especially for the detection 
of Meningococcal Disease.

The Program, made possible because of a partnership between the 
Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority and the Department 
of Innovation, Industry and Regional Development, offers an excellent 
professional learning opportunity for VCE Chemistry teachers across 
the State. Vanessa said she was able to enhance her knowledge and 
understanding of the wider chemistry industry during her time at NanoVic.

From nanotechnology to nesting plants, Year 7 students at St Catherine’s 
School have recently begun a project to grow plants for Melbourne Zoo’s 
orang-utans. Due to space restrictions at the Zoo, staff are not able to 
grow sufficient nesting ‘browse’ materials on site which has presented a 
wonderful opportunity for St Catherine’s girls to fill the gap!

The School’s Science Faculty and Environment Committee are excited to 
have formed this sustainable partnership with 
Melbourne Zoo to grow and harvest plants for 
their orang-utan group, and to be fostering a 
project which supports student-centred learning 
experiences and addresses biodiversity issues in 
local and global environments. We look forward 
to hearing how the Melbourne orang-utans enjoy 
the food the School is providing!

In April, Jordan Kyle and Annelies Hofland (Clayfield College) are 
heading to the USA for the trip of a lifetime. While other students are 
holidaying at home, these two blossoming young scientists are heading to 
Seattle to become involved in an Australian first. They are part of a ‘pilot’ 
opportunity for very high achieving students to participate in a BioQuest 
workshop at the Seattle Biomedical Research Institute. It is the largest 
in the nation, solely dedicated to infectious disease research. Jordan and 
Annelies will be introduced to various molecular biological techniques 
used in efforts to fight the world’s most devastating diseases. I am sure the 
girls will absorb the experience and develop passion for the sciences and 
careers dedicated to global health.

Brian Savins, Principal, Clayfield College

Promoting Women in Science at 
Penrhos College

Clayfield College Young Scientists off to 
Seattle Biomedical Research Institute
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RIGHT: Vanessa Jackson-McRae, Faculty Leader 
– Sciences at St Catherine’s School

ABOVE: St Catherine’s School students 
have developed a diary for burns 
victims for use in hospitals nationwide: 
L-R standing: Harriette Curtis, 
Madelaine Mountford and Annabel 
Pirrie  L-R sitting: Kate Eaves, 
Eleanor Taylor and Georgina Chao 
RIGHT: St Catherine’s School students’ burns diary
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Ogilvie High School has established 
an enviable tradition in the education 
of girls in the Sciences.  Our principal 
aims are to stimulate a life long 
love of learning and engender an 
excitement about the world which 
encourages young people to observe, 
think, question and investigate.  We 
also seek to help students develop 
a responsible attitude towards their 
place on the planet and to treasure 
the living and non-living parts of 
the environment.  By providing 
an excellent Science program and 
extensive opportunities we encourage 
students to extend their interest 
in science beyond the classroom, 
support them to enter into science, 
engineering and technological careers 
and help develop an environmental 
conscience which is enlightened and unbiased. 

In the middle school, Grades 7 and 8, there is 
an emphasis on skills and practical processes, 
with sustainability and global awareness being 
very important.  The senior, Grade 9 and 10, 
science curriculum is unitised to better cater for 
student interests, needs and abilities. Students 
choose from a range of semester long courses. 
The process has been very successful with 
students being more engaged, with 
a notable improvement in behaviour 
and interest in class. 

We integrate open-ended 
investigations extensively into our 
science classes, allowing students to 
become proficient in the Scientific 
Method.  The use of authentic, real 
life experiences is preferred. For 
example a Grade 7 class conducted 
research on water wastage and 
water saving devices in the school.  
Their results and conclusions were 
utilised to help prepare a successful 
submission for a Federal Government 
Community Water Grant. The class 
took ownership of the project and 
followed it through in their Society 
and History and Literacy classes.

The past two years have seen Ogilvie 
High attain many successes with our students achieving silver medals in 
the National Chemistry Institute’s Titration Competition, merit prizes and 
special awards in the Tasmania Science Teachers’ Association; Science 
Talent Search and major recognition in the area of Robotics. We continue 
to achieve well in national science competitions such as the Rio Tinto Big 
Science Competition and the National Chemistry Quiz and we have had 
student and teacher success in the BHP Billiton Science awards. 

We are part of the CSIRO, Scientists 
in Schools program which has 
allowed us to liaise with outstanding 
female scientist role models. We 
were fortunate to have a Scientist 
in residence, Dr Jaci Brown from 
the CSIRO, for an extended period 
and Dr Lucy Whittock, from the 
Menzies Centre, has worked with our 
senior girls for the past two years. 
The ASISTM project, Attracting 
girls to Science, Engineering and 
Technology (SET), in conjunction with 
the Engineering faculty at UTAS, has 
allowed us to access a bank of hands-
on, minds-on teaching resources 
and liaise with school partners such 
as women engineers, scientists and 
experts in their fields. 

Ogilvie was a pilot school for the 
Australian Sustainable Schools Initiative 
in 2008 and this has enabled us to develop 
a whole school approach to sustainability. 
The school environment management plan 
has been closely integrated with the Science 
curriculum. As a result of a recent submission 
the Tasmanian Department of Education 
is supporting Ogilvie High for the STELR 
Program on renewable energy in 2009. As 

well as the benefits of the project 
like materials, teaching resources 
and training, the Department of 
Education is keen to lift the profile 
of science education in Tasmanian 
secondary schools by sharing the 
project outcomes.

We provide many other exciting and 
interesting opportunities for our girls 
through excursions, field studies, 
guest speakers and community 
interaction such as UTAS, 
Waterwatch and The Understorey 
Network. National Science Week is 
celebrated by involving students in 
lunch time activities, competitions, 
speakers and class activities. 

Our successful Science program 
has been made possible through the 
hard work of a team of passionate, 

enthusiastic and capable teachers and wonderful students. We are 
proud of our achievements and our role in helping our girls to become 
knowledgeable citizens of the planet; for without that knowledge we 
cannot expect our young people to make informed, balanced judgements.  
The world’s future is in their hands!

Science at Ogilvie High School
Heather Omant, Learning Area Leader – Science, Ogilvie High School

“We also seek to help 
students develop a 

responsible attitude towards 
their place on the planet 
and to treasure the living 

and non-living parts of the 
environment.”

Did it work?

Marine Studies
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Claire Blichfeldt wrote this in response to a recommendation by 
a fellow teacher for a 'Minister's Prize for Excellence in Science 
Teaching Award’ which she was awarded several years ago. 
Claire said ‘I actually found it quite embarrassing to have to try 
to explain why I thought I was a good teacher - I am much more 
comfortable letting the students and/or my peers make that sort of 
decision.  We all certainly get brought back to earth from time to 
time when the feedback is negative and then we try to adjust our 
teaching accordingly!’ 

I have always assumed that the whole essence of learning was to 
first ask a question, since without the desire to know more, any 
investigation would be a meaningless exercise. 

I have tried to encourage curiosity initially by a combination of 
storytelling and a ‘wiz-bang, why did that happen’ approach, often 
receiving some weird and wonderful answers! Encouragement 
to investigate the explanation, if indeed there is one, can be done 
mainly by asking questions such as, does it fit, does it work 
practically and can a fair test be designed, what indeed IS a fair 
test? And so on. 

Most of all I encourage a combination of ‘try it and SEE’ and 
some practice in objective assessment. Sometimes, in fact quite 
often, experiments and designs don’t work out as the students 
expect (or the teacher for that matter!). Why, what happened, 
what affected it or have we just disproved established scientific 
thought? Hopefully this encourages honesty and objectivity. How 
DO new discoveries take place – accident, need, design? 

My main aim has always been to portray Science as a fascinating, 
interesting, exciting area of study which intersects and interacts 
with every part of our lives, from conception to the likelihood of 
being wiped out by a wandering meteorite, not to mention all the 
elements in-between! 

I was inspired by an amazing teacher, far ahead of her time, who 
taught us that everything around us constituted an interesting 
investigation and that even the most uninterested or disaffected 
student could be intrigued and could therefore learn. She taught 
me as a ten year old across all the disciplines regarded as Science 
but including drama, excursions and camps. 

This was forty years ago, and Phil Moore has just died at 95, 
remaining bright, interested in education and as intelligent as 
always to the end! I have always tried to incorporate as many of 
her techniques as are feasible and affordable, as I know that these 
sorts of springboards encourage the questioning, curiosity and 
interest that are as essential today for successful learning as they 
were when she so inspired me.

Mrs Blichfeldt Reflects

Youth Environment 
Conference

New Town Waterwatching

In the Science Lab

Experimenting

‘What do YOU think?’
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We could have filled the 
magazine with wonderful 
pictures of girls pushing back 
the frontiers of science. These 
pages are just a small pictorial 
sample of the exciting projects 
being done in our schools.

Mount St Benedict College

Firbank 
Grammar School

St Mary’s Anglican 
Girls’ School, WA
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Lauriston, 6H Robotics

Mitcham Girls 
High School

Fintona: Nanotechnology workshop

Brisbane Girls 
Grammar School

Pymble Ladies’ College

Loreto Kirribilli
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St Margaret’s College, 
Christchurch NZ Annesley College

Genazzano FCJ College

Rangi Ruru Girls’ School

Ivanhoe Girls’ 
Grammar School

St Ursula’s College, 
Toowoomba Rockhampton Girls’ 

Grammar School

Fairholme

Our Lady of Sion College 
St Clare’s College
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Twenty-five Year 9 Abbotsleigh students 
were fortunate enough to be involved in a 
pilot program run in conjunction with the 
UNSW Faculty of Engineering. The aim of 
the program was to increase awareness of the 
scope of engineering and to encourage girls to 
consider it as a career option.

The five sessions were held every second 
Tuesday after school throughout Term 2. Each 
session was led by a different presenter and 
represented the various schools of engineering 
offered at UNSW. This enabled the girls 
to sample a wide range of engineering 
disciplines and find out about study and 
career opportunities available to them. 

An additional opportunity existed for these 
girls to participate in a three day mini design/
research program at UNSW in Kensington 
in October. Many of the girls indicated their 
enthusiasm in being part of such an exciting 
program.

The first page of the 2009 Abbotsleigh Diary contains the following quote from Mark Twain: ‘Sail away 
from the safe harbour…..Explore. Dream. Discover.’ In the spirit of Mark Twain, Abbotsleigh Science 
Department, during three weeks in January 2009, offered current students, old girls, parents and staff the 
opportunity to participate in a geological field trip to Argentina. The purpose was to offer field experience in 
earth science as well as complete a service project in a small school. The final week of the trip was spent at 
a dinosaur dig.

Proyecto Dino is situated in Patagonia in the province of Neuquen. Located on the shores of Lake Barreales, 
the arid red cliffs and empty plains provide a breathtakingly beautiful backdrop. The dig is located in the 
middle of gas and oil fields and is sparsely populated. The feeling of isolation only heightens the awareness 
that this is a place where special things happen.

Palaeontologists have already retrieved many specimens of Upper Cretaceous sauropods and therapods from 
the site, including the massive 80 tonne sauropod Futalongkosaurus dukei, uncovered by scientists in 2003. 
The driving force behind the project is Dr Jorge Calvo from the Universidad Nacional del Comahue, director 
of the dig and our mentor for the week. International visitors including palaeontologists and university 
students are offered the opportunity to participate in the dig and gain valuable skills but we were privileged 
to be the first Australian school to take part in this exciting project.

The girls had an active hand in all stages of operations, starting with a crash course in digging for fossils. 
They were introduced to the various tools and techniques used by scientists to carefully uncover specimens.  
Large finds were left in situ to be specially prepared and encased in chicken wire and Plaster of Paris, then 
removed with the surrounding rock attached. The girls also learned to make moulds and casts of specimens 
in order to preserve their features for further measurements and study.  Many of these casts were painted in 
life-like colours and sold in the resource centre to the general public, some fetching a high price!

Scientific field work always involves a measure of movement outside one’s ‘comfort zone’. Port-a-loos 
and bathing in the lake were quickly embraced as the girls learned to ‘live rough’. Another challenge to 
overcome was the language barrier, as many young people from Argentina come to the project for  work 
experience during their school or university holidays. Our girls had plenty of opportunities to practise their 
Spanish, brandishing their trowels in one hand and phrase books in the other. 

Many evenings, between swims and sunset, Dr Calvo would give a lecture to the group on the geological 
history of the area, as well as the special anatomical features of fossils that can be used as clues to the 
species of dinosaur.  A particularly exciting discovery was made by Alex Wicking (Year 12, 2009) when she 
unearthed a rare crocodilian tooth from the late Cretaceous period. This creature had not been previously 
found in this part of South America. Alex was able to make a cast of the tooth as a souvenir, as it is illegal to 
remove actual fossils from Argentina. 

A long standing commitment to experiential learning has made this an integral component of teaching and 
learning at Abbotsleigh, and students have responded enthusiastically to Science enrichment programs that 
provide opportunities to explore potential service-learning projects. Capitalising on the expertise of teaching 

staff and the wider community of 
the School is obviously beneficial 
to both the motivation of students 
and the continuing professional 
development of staff. Having grown 
up in Argentina, the meticulous 
planning and negotiation skills 
of Mrs Desiree Doran (Science 
Laboratory Manager) were 
pivotal to the success of the tour. 
Collaborating with staff, alumni, 
parents and friends who are 
passionate about Science obviously 
provided an opportunity for 
students to engage in an authentic 
learning experience and witness a 
powerful example of the benefits 
of life long learning.

Engineering with  UNSW: Proyecto Dino Tour 2009

A smart pilot program helped 
Abbotsleigh girls open their eyes to 
the wide, wide world of engineering

Sarah Bradstock, Science teacher at Abbotsleigh

‘The engineering course that I have been lucky 
enough to participate in has really opened my 
eyes to the world of engineering. I thought that 
engineering was basically building structures, 
however the three sessions that I have attended 
so far have made me realise just how many 
types of engineering there are. 

I have also learnt about the work which 
actually goes into creating and building these 
structures, all due to the skilled engineers in 
our world. I have learnt that engineering is not 
only about creating, but also about problem 
solving. I have thoroughly enjoyed these 
sessions and they have really inspired me to 
pursue a career in engineering later in my life.’

Louisa Bell 
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Topics covered in the afternoon pilot  
project included:

•	 Building	in	the	bush	-	How	do	you	
build a sustainable and safe place for 
people to live surrounded by the natural 
environment? Like an Indian village, an 
Australian bush park needs shelter, water, 
energy, waste recycling – all without 
damaging the wildlife around it.

•	 Engineering	the	future	-	Computer	
scientists and engineers create the devices 
and programs of the future. After GPS, 
Google (currently being improved by a 
UNSW graduate) and interactive cinema, 
what next?

•	 Watching	the	Earth	-	Satellite	GPS	are	
routinely used for navigation, and in 
scientific studies such as monitoring 
global climate change. 

•	 Making	mining	cleaner	and	safer	-	Mining	
engineers work to make mining cleaner 
and safer.

•	 Biomedical	engineering	-	Implants	to	
restore eyesight or hearing; processes to 
help drugs work in the body.

Engineering with  UNSW: 

Marina Taylor,  
Abbotsleigh Science Department

Marilyn Carter, Head of Physics, 
Diocesan School for Girls

Diocesan School for Girls (Auckland, 
NZ) was delighted that Emily Adlam, 
Deputy Head Prefect – Academic, 
achieved the prestigious Gold CREST 
Award for her independent research 
project ‘Bringing the energy crisis 
home: microgeneration for domestic power’.  

The Royal Society of New Zealand runs an initiative known as CREST (CREativity in Science and 
Technology) Awards. An international scheme, it has been active in New Zealand for 20 years. These awards 
promote active participation in the investigative process of Science. The ultimate achievement is the Gold 
Crest Award which is the culmination of at least 18 months working on an in-depth research project, writing 
a comprehensive report, undergoing an oral examination and presenting a seminar. Only 30 of these awards 
have been achieved nationally since the inception of the scheme and Diocesan is very proud that their 
students have gained two of them, both in Physics. The first was Charlotte Marra in 1996. 

Emily received her award at the Royal Society-hosted New Zealand Science Honours Dinner in Wellington, 
an inspiring event held to celebrate excellence in Science and Technology across New Zealand.

A highly and multi-talented young woman, Emily proves the point that scientists can do anything. Her 
outstanding achievements in many areas including Literature and Music are testament to this. Her successes 
and accomplishments in Science are formidable: 

•	 Prior	to	gaining	her	Gold	CREST	Award	recently,	she	achieved	a	Silver	CREST	Award	in	2006	for	a	
research project ‘Blowing in the Wind’, about generation of electricity using wind turbines and a Bronze 
CREST Award in 2003 for a project entitled ‘Superbubble’, investigating the properties of soap films.

•	 Her	projects	have	won	many	awards	at	Auckland	Science	Fairs,	including	a	NIWA	Gold	prize,	The	
University of Auckland Physics Award, the New Scientist Award and the MIT Award for Excellence in 
Physics. They also led her being selected to attend an event in Wellington for gifted young scientists, 
Realise the Dream, in 2005.

•	 From	strong	competition,	she	was	selected	for	the	team	that	represented	New	Zealand	at	the	2008	
Chemistry Olympiad in Budapest, Hungary. Here she was the top scoring New Zealander (and the only 
girl in the team), gaining the second highest scoring Bronze medal in the world.

•	 Chosen	with	other	Diocesan	students	to	attend	the	prestigious	Rotary	Science	and	Technology	Forum	in	
Auckland early in 2008, she was selected at that event for a scholarship that provided all expenses paid 
attendance representing New Zealand at the London International Youth Science Forum.

•	 She	was	shortlisted	for	the	Manhire	Prize	for	Creative	Science	Writing	-	a	prestigious	open	competition	
for short story science fiction.

Emily was the Dux of Diocesan 
School for Girls in 2008, 
and also the recipient of the 
School’s prestigious Eliza 
Edwards Award, presented to 
a senior student leaving the 
School who has contributed 
to a range of school activities 
and who has, throughout 
her schooling, exhibited 
the qualities inherent in the 
foundation of the School.

Gold CREST 
Award for 
Research 

‘This engineering course has been a 
great opportunity for me to look further 
into engineering. The things we have 
learnt and the experience we have gained 
from this course have been amazing. 

One particular course I enjoyed was 
‘Engineering of the Future’. In this 
session we learnt what Computer 
Engineering was all about. I was amazed 
at how the principles of computer 
engineering can be used to create devices 
to help with global issues.’ 

Margherita De Ri Professor Paul Callaghan 

presents Emily Adlam 
with her Gold CREST 
Award in Wellington, NZ



St Hilda’s 2008 graduate Sarah Don is trying to juggle her passions for Science 
and Japanese and is finding it is not always easy being multi-talented.

As a Year 12 student and prefect in 2008, Sarah was selected to study at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) in Boston, United States, a world 
leader in Science research.‘I had a secret dream that I would one day study 
at MIT but never thought it would come about as a scholarship or during my 
school education,’ said Sarah. ‘It was very exciting.’

Sarah received a call from the Executive Director of the National Youth Science 
Forum (NYSF) and was offered the opportunity to spend six weeks at MIT 
working closely with a professor who specialises in Physics, an area of great 
interest to Sarah.

Sarah attended the National Youth Science Forum held in Canberra in January 
2008 where she impressed the selection committee for the MIT scholarship 
program. She was one of only two students in Australia to be offered a 
place in the 2008 program which was held in June-July. ‘Sarah’s passion for 
Science and her ability to be a leader in Science research one day was clearly 
communicated to the organisers of the NYSF,’ said Head of School, Mr Peter 
Crawley. 

After graduation, many expected to see Sarah take up the offer of a place in 
the Bachelor of Science (Advanced with Honours) course at the Australian 
National University on an Environment Scholarship, another wonderful 
opportunity and recognition of her outstanding achievements. But the young 
woman who enrolled at St Hilda’s in Year 3, became a dedicated Japanese 
student and undertook an exchange to Japan, was elected to be a Music Captain 
and an International Understanding Prefect, had other plans…

In February Sarah flew to Japan to work at St Hilda’s sister school, Mukogawa 
Girls’ School near Osaka, for 12 months.

‘After addressing students about my research internship at MIT during a 
school excursion to Japan last September, Mukogawa Girls' School offered 
me a position to help out in the boarding house and assist the English classes 
during the day,’ said Sarah. ‘Even though I wonder if my year abroad will be 
disruptive to my Science studies, this is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity and I 
know I would regret it if I didn't take it. It will be great to do something a bit 
different for a year, and I love Japan, so I'm really looking forward to it!’

With her studies at ANU deferred for 12 months, Sarah has found a way of 
juggling two passions and life’s challenges post-secondary school.

Located at Southport on the Gold Coast, St Hilda’s is an Anglican Diocesan 
day and boarding school for girls from Pre-Preparatory to Year 12. A $5 million 
Science centre will be officially opened and dedicated on Friday 31 July 2009.
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Executive Summary of 
the Australian Council of 
Educational Research 
(ACER) report into Senior 
Secondary Achievement 
in Member Schools of the 
Alliance of Girls’ Schools 
Australasia

December 2008

The purpose of the ACER study was to examine 
available data on secondary school performance 
for girls attending schools that are members of 
the Alliance, and to compare this performance 
with that of students in other schools. 

Data from 69% of member schools was analysed. 
The number of participating schools from 
Queensland, WA and SA was small enough to 
make individual schools identifiable, so only 
broad summaries of survey data could be drawn 
for these states. Sufficient data from NSW and 
Victorian schools was available to form reliable 
statistical summaries. Data was also extracted 
from public websites in New Zealand, WA and 
Victoria. 

Specific state and country results

Victorian results

Achievement in each VCE subject is awarded a Study 
Score. The Victorian data showed that the median Study 
Scores awarded to students in Alliance member schools 
were, in general, considerably higher than those in non-
member schools. The typical Victorian Alliance member 
school had a median Study Score of about 34, while the 
typical non-member school had a median Study Score of 
about 29. The typical Study Score in Alliance member 
schools exceeded that obtained by a little more than 70% 
of students in Victoria. This difference was statistically 
large and, in practical terms, large enough to affect tertiary 
selection decisions.

Another measure of achievement was the percentage of 
Study Scores that are 40 and above in each school. Across 
Victoria, this percent is fixed at about 7%; in Alliance 

Top St Hilda’s graduate juggles 
Science and Japanese  
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member schools it averaged 19%. Alliance member schools, in 
general, produced almost three times the proportion of very high 
(40+) Study Scores than non-member schools produced.

Overall achievement in Victorian secondary schools is summarised 
by the ENTER (Equivalent National Tertiary Entrance Rank). 
ENTERs of 80 and above can generally achieve tertiary entrance; 
ENTERs of 90 and above are necessary to gain entrance to many 
courses at high-demand tertiary institutions. In the typical Alliance 
member school, 60% of ENTERs were 80 or more, and 36% were 90 
or more. Across the state, the corresponding figures were 28% and 
14%.

Median Study Scores were also compared for 10 subjects. In total, 
167 of 191 school subject medians in Alliance member schools 
exceeded the state average. Across the 10 subjects, the typical Study 
Score in Alliance member schools was at the 68th percentile of the 
state distribution. Very high subject achievement scores were almost 
three times as frequent in Alliance member schools as in schools 
generally.

Exploring value-added estimates and GAT (General Achievement 
Test) scores for the 24 Victorian Alliance member schools, it was 
found that girls in these schools were performing higher than 
expected, given their general ability and their gender. This difference 
ranged up to 5 Study Score points higher in Mathematical Methods 
and was almost as high in Specialist Maths. Girls in Alliance member 
schools were achieving, on average, about one study score point 
more than girls in other schools with comparable GAT scores.

Comparing the Victorian Essential Learning Standards (VELS), it 
was found that at Year 7 and at Year 9, girls in Alliance member 
schools performed 0.4 to 0.5 VELS units higher than state average 
levels. This gap corresponded to roughly a year of normal growth. 
Over the two years from Year 7 to Year 9, growth in Reading and 
Mathematics was approximately 0.1 VELS unit higher than the state 
average growth. This gap corresponded to approximately a month of 
normal growth.

New South Wales results

Seven subjects were chosen for detailed analysis: English 
(Advanced), Mathematics, Business Studies, Biology, Chemistry, 
Physics and Modern History. Alliance member schools exceeded the 
state mean in all subjects. The highest performing member schools 
were more than 10 points above the state mean. 89% of subject 
means were above state averages. In English (Advanced), the mean 
level of performance averaged across the Alliance member schools 
was better than that of 73% of New South Wales students.  For all 
seven subjects, 20 - 22 Alliance schools had mean scores above 
the state 50th percentile, and 2 - 4 schools were below the 50th 
percentile.

Queensland results

Queensland uses the Queensland Core Skills test (QCS) as a measure 
of overall achievement. The mean QCS score from students in the 
eight responding Alliance member schools was 133.8, compared to 
121.2 for all students and 119.7 for female students. The QCS score 
of a typical student in an Alliance member school exceeded that 
obtained by approximately 68% of students in the state. 

Western Australian results

In general, in the typical Alliance member school in Western 
Australia, 41% of students achieved Tertiary Entrance scores in the 
top one-third, whereas in a typical non-member school, about one-
quarter obtained scores in the top third. 52% of Alliance member 
girls gained university entrance scores of 90 and above.

Graduation rates were also compared in Western Australia. Typically, 
in Alliance member schools, less that 1% of students failed to 
graduate, compared to 4% in non-member schools. In Alliance 
member schools a little more than one-third of students achieved 
a scaled mark of 75 or greater, twice as many as in non-member 
schools.

New Zealand results 

In New Zealand, a key target at Year 13 is the award of a scholarship, 
of which there are two levels: Scholarship and Outstanding 
Scholarship. Alliance member schools enrolled greater proportions of 
students for scholarships, 79% compared to 41% across all schools. 
The rate of achievement of scholarships in Alliance member schools 
was just under three times the national average. For outstanding 
scholarships, the rate was just over three times the national average. 

These percentages may in fact understate the success rate of 
Alliance member schools because many of these schools have 
substantial numbers of students enrolled in alternative senior 
secondary programs such as the International Baccalaureate. The 
same considerations would also apply to Australian Alliance schools 
offering these programs.

Summary of findings

Alliance member schools in Australia and New Zealand draw 
most heavily from the Independent or Private sector. Girls who 
attend these schools are of relatively (but not uniformly) high 
socioeconomic status. The report established that senior secondary 
achievement in Alliance member schools is generally higher than 
that in coeducational schools, boys’ schools and in girls’ schools that 
are not members of the Alliance. Data from New Zealand showed 
that achievement in Alliance member schools was higher than that in 
other girls’ schools, even when matched by socioeconomic level. This 
indicates that the higher achievement in Alliance member schools is 
not attributable just to the (generally) higher socioeconomic status of 
the girls who attend these schools.

Overall the data showed that:

•	 Alliance	member	schools	are	already	well	ahead	in	achievement	
at Year 7, and display slightly faster growth than students 
generally do between Years 7 and 9

•	 At	Year	12,	girls	attending	Alliance	member	schools	are	more	
successful in achieving a range of specific targets, including high 
Study Scores in Victoria; high TEE/ENTER scores in Victoria, 
SA and WA; and more Scholarship and Outstanding Scholarship 
awards in New Zealand

Explanations for the high level of achievement in Alliance member 
schools were not explored or established by the study. There were 
also a number of limitations, including the fact that achievement was 
only assessed in academic terms, and the complication that states and 
territories do not have common (and therefore comparable) means of 
reporting. 



Student Leadership Conference 2009 Report
Jan Butler, Executive Officer; Photos by John McGhee

Each year, just before school begins, the Alliance organises a Student 
Leadership Conference. Member schools are invited to register 
delegates who are entering their last year of secondary school and are 
key student leaders for the year. Unfortunately numbers are limited 
as this is a residential conference, so only two at the most from each 
school can register. As this is a very popular conference, and much of 
the organisation needs to be done before the end of the school year, 
it is important for schools to complete registration and commit to the 
conference by paying for their one or two students by the due date 
which is in September, even though the names of their leaders are not 
usually known at that time.

In January 2009, St Hilda’s School, Southport, Queensland, was host 
to 124 girls who attended the annual Student Leadership Conference. 
Outward Bound Australia was again contracted to deliver the 
leadership activities.

SLC2009 took the form of a multilayered journey of self exploration. 
Through initiative activities and challenges, performances and creative 
work, involving buddies, group work and individual reflection, the 
girls looked at leadership from an emotional, social and intellectual 
perspective.

The conference program included formal presentations, outdoor 
challenges, workshop activities and keynote speakers. Reflection 
and journal writing was an integral part of the program and delegates 
had the chance to nominate and address issues of special concern to 
them. As well, there were opportunities for leisure activities and for 

delegates to participate in discussions with former school leaders and 
with current leaders in the adult world.

The Alliance would like to thank St Hilda’s for their support in 
running the conference: their facilities were excellent and they made 
everyone feel very welcome.  The food provided was of a very high 
standard with a wide range of healthy choices at every meal. 

As usual, the girls were outstanding ambassadors for their schools, 
displaying impeccable behaviour at all times and willingly tackling 
all the challenges that were presented to them. It was a pleasure to 
spend the five days with them and I would like to congratulate their 
Principals and teachers for preparing their young leaders so well. 

Bond University hosted a formal dinner for the girls and they enjoyed 
dressing up for the occasion. The highlight of the evening (apart from 
the delicious food!) was an ‘Inspiring Leaders Panel’ consisting of 
four women who spoke of their experiences and the challenges they 
faced in reaching their goals. They were Professor Elizabeth Roberts, 
Head of the School of Hotel, Resort and Tourism Management in the 
Faculty of Business, Technology and Sustainable Development at 
Bond University; Aliesha Raegan, Firefighter; Dr Daniele Viliunas, 
Coordinator for the Medical Association for the Prevention of War; 
Karen Nilsen, Creative Manager, Animals Australia.

The next conference will again be held at St Hilda’s and will be from 
Wednesday 13 January to Sunday 17 January 2010. Registration will 
take place in September 2009. 
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Student Leadership Conference 2009 Report
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The A
lliance A

nnual S
tudent Leadership C

onference 2009: Journey to Inspire

The Alliance of Girls’ Schools congratulates 
Sarah Gilley from Ogilvie High School, 
Tasmania, and Caitlin O’Neil of Lowther Hall 
Anglican Grammar School, Victoria, who have 
been selected to represent the Alliance at the 
National Coalition of Girls’ Schools (NCGS) 
International Girls’ Forum in Bethesda, 
Maryland in June 2009.

Each year the NCGS invites the Alliance to 
select two girls from Alliance member schools, 
and this year it was the turn of Victoria and 
Tasmania to put forward candidates.  Sarah 
and Caitlin will travel to the US where they 
will be hosted by a family from the Holton-
Arms School. They will join approximately 12 
other delegates from the US, Canada, the UK 
and South Africa to participate in leadership 
activities, culminating in a presentation as 
part of the annual NCGS conference of Heads 
of girls’ schools. A tour of Washington DC is 
also on the schedule for this year, an exciting 
addition to the program.

Past SLC delegates (our SLC Alumnae) are invited to the opening dinner of the 
conference each year to share their experiences as leaders in their schools and in the 
community. 

This photograph shows the SLC2007 and 2008 delegates who have now graduated 
from Queensland schools and were able to attend the dinner, together with the two 
Alliance ambassadors, now school leaders in their final year, who were selected 
to attend the International Girls’ Forum in Cleveland Ohio in June 2008: Jessica 
Rainert from Our Lady of Mercy College Parramatta and Rebecca Niumeitolu from 
Meriden School. Pictured L-R: Jessica Rainert, Lucy Smith, Georgina Wilkinson, 
Rebecca Niumeitolu, Michelle Lister, Taryn Pieterse, Sally Fry, Avi Kaye

World Challenge has very generously contributed 
to the airfares of our two young ambassadors, 
making this experience possible.  We thank 
World Challenge for their ongoing support. 

In a reciprocal activity, the Alliance welcomes 
two delegates from the US to the Student 
Leadership Conference each year. Our guests in 
January 2009 were Ariana Pappas from Dana 
Hall School in Wellesley, Massachusetts and 
Emily Bowe from The Hockaday School in 
Dallas, Texas. 

Alliance Ambassadors 
heading to the  
United States

SLC Alumnae return to talk to new leaders

Sarah Gilley Caitlin O’Neil
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The girls provided extensive feedback, and generally 
found the conference to be of great value to them in 

their roles as student leaders in their final year of school. 
They have joined a Facebook group where they can 

share pictures and ideas and continue the network that 
they have established during the conference.

As part of their evaluation of the conference, the girls 
were asked to express, in one word, their feelings at the 
beginning and at the end of the conference. The table 

below lists those words.

The A
lliance A

nnual S
tudent Leadership C

onference 2009: Journey to Inspire

 Beginning –> End

 Nervous –> Prepared
 Hopeful –> Frustrated
 Apprehensive –> Inspired
 Expectant –> Fulfilled
 Excited –> Fulfilled
 Apprehensive –> Wistful
 Excited –> Inspired
 Nervous –> Enthusiastic
 Anxious –> Inspired
 Anxious –> Inspired
 Hopeful –> Disappointed
 Nervous –> Fantastic but sad
 Nervous –> I can take the world. Great!!!
 Nervous but excited –> I thoroughly enjoyed myself
 Apprehensive –> Empowered
 Uncomfortable –> Understood
 Scared –> Sad
 Excited –> Enlightened
 Nervous –> Happy
 Nervous –> Excited
 Nervous –> Comfortable
 Nervous –> Sad to leave
 Apprehensive –> Fulfilled
 Intimidated –> Relieved
 Curious –> Motivated
 Inspirational –> Prepared
 Tired! –> Confident
 Unsure –> Confident
 Anticipating –> Inspired
 Scared –> Satisfied
 Scared –> Ready
 Anxious –> Inspired
 Apprehensive –> Inspired
 Excited –> Confident
 Apprehension –> Enlightened
 Nervous –> Ready
 Anxious –> Comfortable
 Anticipating –> Achieved
 Excited –> Amazed
 Nervous –> Confident
 Anticipation –> Thankful
 Scared –> Satisfied\
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International delegates and their hosts 
L-R: Clair King (St Hilda’s), Priscilla 
Chew (Raffles, Singapore), Kate Veitch (St 
Aidan’s and host to the US girls), Ariana 
Pappas (Dana Hall, MA), Emily Bowe 
(The Hockaday School, TX), Jessica Chan 
(Raffles), Michelle Dicks (St Hilda’s)
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News from our Affiliate organisations

‘NCGS has created an entire website-within-a-website devoted to learning and achievement in the crucial fields of Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math.’ (STEM)

Visit http://www.ncgs.org/stem/ to find support for Teachers, Parents and Students with ‘specific teaching strategies, valuable resources and practical 
approaches that can sustain girls' interest in these areas.’ There are also links to many more relevant sites from these pages.

The Girls' Schools Association was established in 1974 as a result of the amalgamation of two sub-groups of the Association of Head Mistresses; the 
Association of Heads of Girls' Boarding Schools (founded in 1922) and the Association of Independent and Direct Grant Schools. 

The GSA has recently launched the Mydaughter website, the ‘first website dedicated to providing information, expert opinion and useful advice on all aspects 
of raising and educating happy and fulfilled girls’. It can be visited at http://www.gsa.uk.com/whyagirlsschool/Mydaughter-website.htm.

Sheila Cooper, Executive Director of GSA, says that ‘the site gives parents access to the expertise of staff in girls’ schools [and] ... also demonstrates that 
girls’ schools are the specialists in girls’ education.’

One of the benefits of being a member of the Alliance is that we have a close affiliation with our counterparts in the US and in the UK and can make 
use of their research and resources on girls’ education and expertise in the marketing of girls’ schools. 

News from the United Kingdom www.gsa.uk.com

the NatioNal CoalitioN of Girls’ sChools

www.ncgs.orgNews from the United States

The Tasmanian branch of the Alliance celebrated International Women’s Day with a breakfast for 100 girls from the five girls’ schools in Hobart. 
Lisa Singh, MP, hosted the event, which was attended by all five principals, with each school contributing to the organisation. The green, white 
and violet balloons made a wonderful backdrop in the University of Tasmania Staff Club for the speakers: writer, teacher and publisher, Maggie 
Hamilton, author of What’s happening to our girls? Too much, Too Soon, How our Kids are Overstimulated, Oversold and Oversexed and Heather 
Rose, author of White Heart and The Butterfly Man and founder of Green Team Australia. Maggie gave the girls lots of ideas about how to keep their 
friends as well as retain their individuality, and Heather was a passionate advocate for finding a space to be alone, re-energise and appreciate the 
beauty of their wonderful island. The girls enjoyed the speakers and valued the messages they were given.

International Women’s Day celebrated in Hobart Tasmania


