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Richard Watson, described as Author and Chief 
Futurist at the Future Exploration Network (see www.
nowandnext.com and A History of the Next 50 Years) 
created an Extinction Timeline – 1950-2050.  Listed 
as extinct by 2010 include video rental stores, fax 
machines, mending things; closely followed by getting 
lost, telephone directories and blackberries.

Some readers may be concerned to know that by 
2020 spelling will be extinct (although some might 
contend that it died years ago).  The Maldives, work 
free weekends (didn’t that go with spelling?), lunch, 
childhood and free roads all will disappear.  I won’t be 
too concerned about the loss of wrinkles (2025) and 
Reality TV (2030) though.

Pattie Maes on Tech.com (www.tech.com/talks/
pattie_maes_demos_the_sixth_sense.html) describes 
a wearable device with a projector that paves the 
way for a profound interaction with people and our 
environment.  This $350 device allows an individual to 
use their hands and any surface to interact – hence your 
hand can become a watch, calculator, map and so on.  
Way too hard to describe (please watch it), a device 
such as this will continue to change our lives as has 
previous technology including  electricity, microwaves 
and phones, as well as change our schools.

While this issue of in Alliance embraces the theme 
Girls in Cyberspace, the use of technology in our 

community and more importantly, our students’ use of 
technology, is something we have to keep focused on.

in Alliance features abstracts prepared by our 
researcher Kate Broadley.  Her employment was 
a direct result of some members suggesting that 
providing such a service (i.e. sourcing and reviewing 
recent literature on girls and education), would be a 
great value and as an Executive, we are delighted with 
Kate’s work so far.  I know many of us have already 
found her abstracts to be a great service of ideas and 
material for assembly addresses and newsletter articles.

Members are strongly encouraged to let your Executive 
know of other bright ideas.

Finally, thank you to members of our previous 
Executive.  Thank you to Susan Just (who remains on 
the Executive as Past President), Beth Blackwood and 
Belinda Provis who have retired from the Executive. 
Thank you to our newest member of the Executive: 
Antoinette Jones, Principal - Mitcham Girls High 
School for joining the Executive.

I am pleased to advise that Ann Mildenhall has 
accepted our offer of Honorary Membership.

We look forward to continuing to work on ways we can 
support member schools through our speaker program, 
literature search and student and staff conferences.

Karen Spiller

St Patrick’s Townsville ICT class
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From the Editor...
Jan Butler

The girls in our schools today belong to the most wired generation ever. 
The digital convergence that I used to talk about in my Information 
Systems classes has very much arrived, with mobile phones and computers 
highly accessible and able to send messages using text, images or sound, 
videos can be easily downloaded and transmitted, and information can 
be accessed from anywhere in the world via the internet. What used to be 
the domain of the computer, something we felt we had some possibility 
of monitoring (with difficulty), is now available on the tiniest hand-
held devices that are hidden in the girls’ pockets and accompany them 
everywhere even to their bedrooms. 

Research suggests that girls are ready adopters of all these new 
technologies and they are very confident in their use, but don’t necessarily 
have the knowledge and understanding of the dangers of inappropriate use. 

Experience has shown we cannot prevent the use of social networking 
sites, but we can do everything we can to make the girls aware of the 
implications by reviewing acceptable-use policies, discussing online 
behaviours and equipping the girls with defence techniques and the 
understanding of how to apply privacy controls to restrict access to 
their conversations and information. We can also help parents provide 
guidance although there is evidence to suggest that some girls are expert at 
accepting parental advice and then ignoring it.

Staff need support as well: should they become online ‘friends’ with all 
their students and past students? How can they use online spaces usefully 
and safely in the classroom? A suggested set of guidelines for staff is 

in a blog by Jenna McWilliams at http://jennamcwilliams.blogspot.
com/2009/06/on-social-networking-guidelines-for.html (accessed 1/7/09). 

We need to embrace the power of the technology and help our students and 
staff to use it wisely and effectively as we are certainly more empowered 
if we can select appropriate content from worldwide expertise and make 
useful global connections. 

For this issue of in Alliance, Kate Broadley, our researcher, has produced 
an interesting summary of academic research on this topic which can 
be lifted out from the centre of this magazine. Louise Robert-Smith, 
Headmistress of Ascham School, NSW, shares a recent experience 
of cyber bullying; an article from MLC School NSW describes 
Skoolaborate, a global initiative in online learning; Alison Dare from 
Brisbane Girls Grammar School, Queensland discusses the use of 
mobile phones by girls; Vicki Waters, Principal of Pymble Ladies’ 
College, NSW, shares some of the ways Pymble girls are using Podcasts; 
Tim Kitchen tells us about the CyberCulture study at Strathcona Baptist 
Girls Grammar School, Victoria. The two Alliance ambassadors to the 
NCGS International Girls’ Forum have sent a list of ten ideas that they 
gained from the Forum. We also bring you some information about two of 
our Patrons: dale spender, who has been a Patron since 1996, and Jeanette 
Hacket, who has recently agreed to support the Alliance as a Patron. 

I hope you find something of interest to you in these pages.

Jan Butler
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2 October 2009 Registration and Payment due for Student Leadership Conference 2010

16 – 18 November 2009 Girls’ Schools Association (UK) Annual Conference, The Majestic Hotel, Harrogate

27 November 2009 Alliance SLC2010 Delegate Registration Form and Outward Bound Personal Medical Declaration due to Alliance Office 

13 – 17 January 2010 Student Leadership Conference 2010, St Hilda’s School, Gold Coast, Queensland

28 – 30 May 2010 Alliance Conference, Ascham School, Edgecliff, Sydney, NSW

16-18 June 2010 NCGS Annual Conference, Louise McGehee School, New Orleans, Louisiana, USA

Moreton Bay College girls online
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Meet the Alliance Patrons

dale spender AM FRSA
BA DipEd MA LittB PhD DUniv

dale spender has been an author, a feminist and an educator (and public 
speaker) for most of her life. She started her career as a high school 
teacher, went on to become a university lecturer (at James Cook), and 
received her PhD from the University of London. She taught ‘teachers 
to teach’ at the London University Institute of Education and became a 
professional writer and lecturer.

In recent years she has researched, written and taught in the area of 
learning and the new technologies and has developed professional 
courses from school to university level on education and IP. She has 
worked with AOL, Microsoft, Apple and Fujitsu particularly in areas 
of teacher training and support. dale spender has served on numerous 
boards and advisory bodies in the public and private sector. A former 
Chair of CAL (Copyright Agency Limited) she is currently a member of 
the board of the State Library of Queensland.

She has lectured at many universities at 
home and overseas (including MIT and 
Cambridge) and given more than 300 
international keynote addresses. She 
has written/edited more than 30 books 
– including Nattering on the Net – one 
of the first books to examine internet 
culture and its impact on education and 
society.

She is currently working at Djarragun 
College and has made a video on the 
success of indigenous students with 
computers. She is also researching policy directions for digital literacies 
with James Cook University. She plans one more book on education in 
the 21st century – Use the Save Key!

dale spender is a founding member and current chair of the Second 
Chance Program that raises money for homeless women.

Professor Jeanette Hacket
BJuris, LLB, LLM, PhD, MAICD, FAIM, Legal Practitioner 
Vice-Chancellor, Curtin University of Technology 
Perth, Western Australia

Professor Jeanette Hacket was appointed Vice-Chancellor of Curtin 
University of Technology in April 2006. Prior to this appointment 
she held the position of Deputy Vice-Chancellor, a role that she had 
undertaken since 2004. Professor Hacket has a interest in international 
higher education and quality assurance and has undertaken numerous 
roles in international education leadership including Pro Vice-
Chancellor International and Enterprise at Curtin University.

Professor Hacket holds undergraduate and masters degrees in law and 
a PhD in Strategic Management. She has worked as a legal practitioner 
and later as a legal academic with a particular interest in international 
law and health law. 

Professor Hacket's board memberships have included IDP Education 
Australia Ltd, IELTS Australia, Open Universities Australia, Future 
Directions International, the Australian Higher Education Industrial 
Association, the Australian Universities Quality Agency and the 
Universities Australia Indigenous Higher Education Advisory Council.  
She is also a Councillor on the Australia Business Arts Foundation.

Women in leadership
Our community needs to ensure that women are active in leadership, 
employment and the community.  For Australia and the world to 
thrive we need to have as many women as possible participating in 
the workforce and in leadership roles.  Women bring particular views 
and skills which shape the way communities plan and conduct our 
governments, businesses and services.  In communities where women 
are not active the community loses a major productive and creative 
force, and the views and needs of girls and women are often overlooked.

The role of women in Australia has changed greatly but this is a 
relatively recent achievement.  Women now have full legal rights, 
and are well represented in education with more than 55% of the total 

university student population being 
women. Many employers in Australia 
seek to create work environments 
where the participation of women is 
encouraged.  At my university we 
recognise and advance the opportunities 
for women staff and students and have 
been awarded with the prestigious 
Employer of Choice for Women 
Citation for the seventh consecutive 
year.  However women are still often 
under-represented in leadership roles 
and in the better paid jobs in the 
workforce.  Only a very small percentage of our parliamentarians are 
women, and similarly only 8% of the directors of Australia’s publicly 
listed companies are women.  

My career expectations have been influenced by the examples of 
women who have achieved interesting and rewarding employment 
and leadership roles.  When I was a young lawyer there were very few 
women in the legal profession or in the judiciary.  Now however that 
has changed and I have received much encouragement from seeing 
women in leading roles in a range of careers.  Women are able to take 
on the best and most challenging roles in employment or other areas of 
community leadership.  There are now many examples of successful 
women leaders in Australia such as Gail Kelly who now heads 
Westpac bank, leading scientists such as Australia’s Chief Scientist 
Prof Penny Sackett and the head of CSIRO Dr Megan Clarke, and 
women politicians such as Julia Gillard who is Australia’s deputy prime 
minister.  

Australia needs young women who will achieve their maximum 
potential in employment and especially in leadership roles.  For young 
women to participate and succeed they need equal access to education 
as well as workplace flexibility that enables them to balance work and 
family.  I encourage young women to take every opportunity to build 
their skills and to take on leadership roles at school, in the workplace, in 
sport and the arts, or in community service.  It is important that women 
share equally in the advantages that a successful career can offer. 

Over the next few issues of in Alliance, we will bring you information about our current Patrons who are all committed to women in 
leadership and are inspiring role models for us all.



In 1967 Marshall McLuhan declared that ‘the medium is the message’. 
By this he meant that modern technology was not only the transmitter of 
information but it could also shape the way people think, act and perceive 
their world. Decades later, when we consider the impact of mobile phones 
on our lives, McLuhan’s words were indeed prescient. This ubiquitous 
object has changed all our lives, creating new dependencies and meeting 
new needs.

The impact of the mobile phone has arguably been most profoundly felt 
by the teenage girl. Its ability to feed the adolescent compulsion to be 
in constant connection with her peers 
has endowed it with a certain addictive 
quality. With this in mind, it is surely no 
coincidence that the marketing of mobile 
phones, with their sleek surfaces and bling 
accessories, is aimed directly at the teenage 
girl demographic. The mobile phone is both 
fashion accessory and toy. But why are 
adolescent girls in particular so drawn to 
this technology? The answer lies partly in 
the nature of their developing brains. Recent 
scholarship in this area suggests that the 
addictive quality of girls’ communication 
with each other has a biochemical 
component. According to Dr Louann 
Brizendine, the drive for intimacy that girls 
express through their constant chatter with one another has a powerful 
stress-reducing effect (Brizendine, 2007). Her studies have shown that 
in this state of connectedness, the adolescent girl brain releases oxytocin 
which ‘reinforces the desire to connect, and connecting then brings a 
sense of pleasure and well being’ (p. 37). It is for this reason, according to 
Brizendine, that girls are always on the phone; that it is ‘a girl thing, and it 
is helping her through stressful social changes’ (p. 38).

If Brizendine is correct, and adolescent girls have always been like this, 
then there is little we can do to change it. It must be noted, however, that at 
no other time in history have they possessed the capacity to be ‘on call’ 24 
hours a day. In the past, for example, the absence of available technology 
acted to contain this compulsion so that when they got home from school 
there were limits on the extent to which they could be contacted. Once 
home, they were forced back into the world of parents and family.

Mobile phones then are not merely the facilitators of a pre-existing need 
to be connected. It can also be argued that they have profoundly impacted 
upon the nature and extent of that connectedness. The implications of 
this for their physical and emotional development are worth considering. 
Not only are mobile phones impacting on the amount of sleep teenage 
girls get, but in a more profound sense, girls are always ‘on’. Many of 
them have real difficulty switching off their phones at bed time and, as 
clinical psychologist Andrew Fuller has found through his discussions 
with adolescents, ‘many of them would rather lose a limb than their phone’ 
(Willis, 2007). In this scenario, girls are not experiencing any down time: 
time for quiet reflection and the development of their own inner world. The 
adolescent who is addicted to her mobile phone cannot be present-centred 
as her mind is always somewhere else.   

As teenagers navigate their way into adulthood, it is very important they 
maintain the freedom to retreat into the world of their childhood: into that 
more safe and knowable realm that the family home, as a distinct space, 

generally contains. Andrew Fuller refers to this process as ‘developmental 
bouncing’ which involves a shifting in terms of their level of maturity 
(Fuller, 2000, p. 3). One day, says Fuller, ‘you’re parenting a 12 year old, 
the next day you’re parenting a 23 year old, the following day an 8 year 
old, and so on’ (Fuller, 2000, p. 3). If adolescents are not afforded this 
opportunity because they literally cannot switch off from their peers, what 
are the implications for their transition into the grown-up world? Perhaps 
the seepage of teenage culture into all aspects of their lives is undermining 
their chance to reflect on where they have been and where they are going. 
Perhaps it is extending that already difficult transition period.

Although mobile phones have delivered the 
adolescent world of the schoolyard into the 
family home, the reverse is also true. Owing 
to the immediacy of the mobile phone, it is not 
uncommon for parents to be brought into the 
centre of perceived catastrophes as they unfold 
throughout the day. The parent, who is only a 
phone call or text message away, may be called 
upon to intervene in problems, be they poor 
exam results or disagreements with friends, 
before the day is out. Instead of allowing the 
student some time to process the problem, gain 
some perspective and generally calm down, the 
mobile phone has instead enabled her to call for 
help when she is most stressed. Quite often such 

phone calls leave the parent in a heightened state of anxiety while, by end 
of the day, the child has moved on or sorted it out for herself. In this sense, 
the mobile phone serves as a kind of invisible umbilical chord, connecting 
girls to their parents at precisely the time when they should be developing 
the resilience to cope in the world away from home. In other words, the 
unbroken connection to parents who are available to rescue their daughters 
at any time of the day undermines their chance to develop their own 
coping strategies. Perhaps this too is stalling their growth into strong and 
confident adults.

What does all of this mean? Obviously we cannot reverse this 
communication trend and nor would we want to; mobile phones can be 
incredibly useful. We do, however, as parents and teachers, need to create 
the boundaries on girls around the use of this technology to ensure that 
they maintain perspective in their social interactions. Perhaps we can 
encourage them to be more mindful of their dependency, demanding of 
them their full attention rather than sharing it with whoever is on the other 
end of the line.

References
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Ms Alison Dare, Head of O'Connor House, Brisbane Girls Grammar School, Queensland

“...the unbroken connection to 
parents who are available to 
rescue their daughters at any 

time of the day undermines 
their chance to develop their 

own coping strategies.”

Blurring Boundaries: Adolescent Girls’ Mobile Phones
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Louise Robert-Smith, Headmistress, Ascham School, New South Wales

The rules of social engagement have changed. As parents and educators we 
may lament this, but the context in which our children now operate is very 
different to the one we knew. They act out their passions and make their 
mistakes in a relentlessly public arena. Welcome to cyber-space.

Apart from their mobile phones, the main social networking sites to which 
our young people are obsessively connected are MySpace, Facebook, Bebo 
and YouTube, with Twitter closing in as a trendy newcomer. According 
to a recent study by The Nielsen Company, video and social media sites 
have now become the two fastest growing categories of Internet usage, 
outstripping web-based email for the first time in February 2009. As 
reported by Nielsen at a conference in San Francisco earlier this year, the 
time spent on those sites has increased by 73 percent from the previous year 
and there has been an 883 percent increase when compared to 2003.

Each of the sites is developing a particular following. While Facebook 
boasts more than 200 million active users (with the average user having 
120 'friends'), its fastest growing demographic is 35 years and older. For the 
14 to 34 age group however, MySpace appears to be the favourite with 185 
million registered users, and 4.5 million users on site at any one time. 

Ascham School is one of many schools blocking access to these sites from 
school computers. Nevertheless, among the girls in Year 9 at the school, 
86% are MySpace users, 69% have Facebook, 69% are using both and 
about 23% are using Bebo. The time they report spending daily on these 
sites ranges from half an hour to three hours, though not necessarily in one 
sitting. Despite being touted as our digital natives, they are remarkably 
naïve about the use of this technology however, unaware of the number of 
steps they need to take to turn their sites to private, unable to imagine the 
consequences of the things they say and share.

At the beginning of Term 2 this year, our school found itself in damage 
control from a posting on MySpace. An idle afternoon in the holidays had 
resulted in two girls compiling comments on a number of their classmates. 
They closely followed the protocols of existing Gossipgirl sites (there 
are some 75,000 of them, spawned by the books and the TV soap opera), 
indeed some of what they posted was actually copied from existing 
postings by other people. On these sites many young people give free 
vent to their feelings, often outdoing each other in outrageous taunts and 
recounts of party exploits. Much of it is probably just meant to shock and 
sensationalise, but a proportion is meant to hurt and humiliate. The extreme 
nature of the material is encouraged by its anonymity. Unfortunately for 
them, our girls had not preserved any anonymity and had also used the 
school’s name. 

All this despite Ascham regularly arranging talks and demonstrations on 
staying safe on the internet, having been one of the first schools to host 
the Australian Government NetAlert presentations in early 2008 and one 
of only fifteen schools from around Australia to have been invited to send 
students to participate in the Australian Government’s Youth Advisory 
Group on Cyber-Safety, partly in recognition of the work we had done 
in this area. More importantly, Ascham has a strong school anti-bullying 
policy and zero tolerance for mean and unpleasant behaviour throughout 
the school community. Where adolescent behaviour is the underlying 
variable however, none of this will make a school bullet proof.

Lessons learnt from this incident include the importance of balancing swift 
action with procedural fairness for all, and open communication with the 
school community. The unpleasant complication of the media spotlight is 
something I wish on none of my colleagues in other schools. It exacerbates 
the shock and hurt for everyone involved and develops a life of its own. On 

this occasion we chose to use a professional media liaison interface with 
the media, having seen the fallout when other schools have tried to handle 
the media on their own. 

Bearing in mind cyber-bullying is actually only a small proportion of the 
bullying reported by Australian school children (7% of Year 9 students said 
they had suffered cyber-bullying while 22% reported having been bullied 
in other ways in a recent Australian survey conducted by a team led by 
Professor Donna Cross from the Edith Cowan University in Perth) , the 
measures we are employing to counter cyber-bullying are:

•	 Clear	and	simple	internet	and	email	policies,	outlining	consequences	for	
maligning the school, students or staff, or for using any school or staff 
image without permission. 

•	 Using	students	to	help	develop	a	Cyber	Code	of	Conduct

•	 No	staff/student	social	networking.	

•	 Strong	encouragement	of	parental	knowledge	of	social	networking,	and	
on-going education (including internet workshops) for parents including 
practical tips on placement of computers in the home in family spaces, 
collecting mobile phones before bed and so on. 

•	 On-going	education	of	students	about	the	actual	results	of	posting	
information on the internet, how to make certain it is private, how to 
delete postings and issues of privacy. 

•	 Strong	hardware	rules	(ie	handing	in	mobile	phones	at	school)	

•	 All	social	networking	sites	blocked	on	school	server	so	students	have	no	
school access 

•	 Clear	follow-up	of	all	incidents	and	consistent	responses	to	infractions.	

•	 Internet	monitoring	service	(in-house	and	external,	we	now	use	a	
commercial monitoring company and are provided with weekly reports 
plus the flagging of any potentially damaging posting as they may 
arise).

•	 On	going	inservicing	of	staff	on	all	student	welfare	issues.	

And, underpinning all of the above, a clear, published school anti-bullying 
policy covering all bullying behaviours, with workshops and reminders at 
Year Assemblies and in Personal Development classes. 

All schools are focused on the happiness and well being of their students. 
One of our School Psychologists told a recent meeting of parents that 
developmentally our girls are no different to girls ten or even twenty years 
ago; it is the technology and the ramifications which are different.

In the hands of young people without the developmental capacity for 
sound judgement and appreciation of consequences, digital technology is 
not unlike putting a loaded weapon in their hands. We certainly need to 
develop educational programs for them, but surely there also need to be 
legal protocols for the site providers. As a young woman said on a recent 
ABC Radio National’s Law Report, having found a bogus and extremely 
damaging webpage purporting to be hers on one of the social networking 
sites, if it had been in the print media she could have had it removed, could 
have sued. As it is she’s been advised she cannot do anything about it 
unless she has at least $100,000 dollars to begin proceedings in the US. It 
has already damaged her career; it could be there forever. This is freedom 
of speech run amok. It is high time we looked at our digital providers and 
their collective social and legal responsibilities. Trying to keep our children 
from falling into the digital abyss is just not enough.

Schools and Cyber Bullying
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Vicki L Waters, Principal, Pymble Ladies’ College, New South Wales

We live in a world where technology is considered an essential component 
of daily life. Girls who were historically stereotyped as techno-phobic are 
now leading the way in the use of every day technology. Omg… lol …and 
such is the language of the ‘Facebook generation’ of ‘wiki’ kids who are the 
digital natives.  As with any language, for the natives it is natural. 

Technology is an integral part of teaching and learning at Pymble Ladies’ 
College. All girls from Years 5 to 12 are provided with a laptop. High speed 
cabled and wireless network spans the entire 
campus providing anytime, anywhere access 
to network and internet resources, from 
every classroom, staffroom and shared areas 
of the College. An array of digital equipment 
like data projectors, Interactive Smart boards 
and centralised video distribution systems 
are available in every teaching area. An 
online learning environment and information 
portal is available for staff and students 
accessible from school or home.

In this technology enabled learning environment Pymble girls are guided 
into confident and competent users of all aspects of technology. From 
Robotics to Video editing, programming to photoshop and specific 
softwares for subject areas to power point presentations, girls are immersed 
in technology as a powerful tool for learning across all subject areas. 

The tremendous growth in the popularity of Web 2.0 internet applications 
and in particular Wikipedia and Podcasting has caught the attention of 
technologists and educationalists. 

At Pymble, teachers have started to trial the use of Podcasts to offer 
recorded lectures of classes in the online learning platform. Wikis are 
used as a forum for students to discuss and post their summaries of 
topics which is then collated into aggregated summaries. An online 

forum is being developed for the Student 
Representative Council. Since most of 
the conversations that students engage in 
cyberspace are conversations that would have 
taken place previously in the corridors, or in 
the playground, we have attempted to use the 
same platform to engage the students in their 
learning and in other school related activities. 

Cyberspace with all of its exciting and 
innovative benefits also has its own inherent 
risks and dangers. Pymble girls are guided 

on the appropriate use of technology in school and in their social lives. 
Policies and information sessions guiding appropriate use is communicated 
to parents, staff and students. Highly effective filtering softwares are used 
to automatically filter inappropriate sites, spasm and emails. 

Girls at Pymble Ladies’ College engage in 21st century learning, creating 
and collaborating using technology.

Cyberspace and Girls

“Girls who were  
historically stereotyped 

as techno-phobic are now 
leading the way in the use 
of every day technology.”



According to the great educator Seymour Papert, ICT 'weaves itself into learning 
in many more ways than its original promoters could possibly have anticipated' 
(Papert, 1993, p. 53). This prophetical statement was published before most of 
our students were born, yet in this time of social networking, texting and instant 
messaging it is ever so relevant.

I think social networking sites are fabulous. I have a facebook account and I have 
recently started using Twitter. My parents are currently overseas and they have 
a facebook account and we have had more contact in the last two weeks than we 
normally have when they are in Melbourne. 

Look at what has been happening in Iran recently. Mainstream media is 
hamstrung, but the truth is still getting out thanks to sites like Twitter. There is 
so much good that can come from these new Web 2.0 technologies, yet so much 
harm if they are misused.

The recent CyberCulture study conducted by the Association of Independent 
Schools of Victoria (AISV) led Strathcona to undergo an intensive awareness 
campaign in matters relating to Cyber Safety, Cyber Bullying and Cyber 
Etiquette. Every student in Years 5 to 10 has been involved in a program that ran 
for three weeks at each year level during assembly and forums times. Parent and 
staff awareness sessions have also been conducted and the program looks like it 
will be a regular feature in future years.

The program looks at the dramatic popularity of social networking sites like 
Myspace and Facebook, as well as the ever popular use of MSN messenger and 
text messaging. These modern communication tools can be a wonderful way to 
network with friends and family but they do have a number of drawbacks.

Some of the advice regarding online publication we are giving throughout the 
program includes:

•	 Set	social	networking	sites	to	private
•	 Only	allow	friends	you	know	in	real	life	to	have	full	access	to	your	profile
•	 Avoid	flirty	or	suggestive	names
•	 Don’t	post	flirty	or	suggestive	photos
•	 Don’t	allow	strangers	into	your	private	networks
•	 Tag	inappropriate	sites
•	 Avoid	publishing	personal	details	eg	full	name,	phone	number	address,	email	

address, school, age etc
•	 Turn	off	MSN	during	study/homework	sessions

The main message we are wanting to get through to our students who are 
regularly using the Internet to communicate is 'Your reputation is your most 
precious asset. Treasure and respect it.'

References
Papert, S. (1993). The Children's Machine: Rethinking School in the Age of the 
Computer. New York: BasicBooks.

CyberCulture
 Dr Tim Kitchen, Head of Learning Technologies, Strathcona Baptist Girls Grammar School, Victoria

Dr Tim Kitchen is the Head of Learning Technologies at Strathcona 
Baptist Girls Grammar School in Melbourne. Tim has a strong passion for 
encouraging ICT use (in particular multimedia) in all levels of education. 
He is a regular presenter at a range of state-wide, national and international 
education conferences, a member of the VITTA committee and he writes 
for a range of educational textbooks and journals.
email:	tkitchen@strathcona.vic.edu.au		•		web	site:	http://timkitchen.net
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All Strathcona iMac run 
OSX & Windows Vista 

Strathcona TV Studio recording its regular news service to the School Community via STV

Teaching responsible online computer 

use is a major focus at Strathcona

Strathcona's TV Studio is a resource for the whole School Community 



For some time now debates have taken place 
regarding students becoming disengaged with 
traditional forms of schooling developed out of 
the industrial age. Current research suggests that 
this model does not meet the demands and needs 
of students in a 21st century learning environment 
– as a result MLC Burwood has developed an 
innovative global initiative designed to explore 
new possibilities for learning.

Skoolaborate is that global online learning 
initiative which uses a blend of technologies 
including blogs, e-learning systems, video 
conferencing and ‘virtual worlds’ to see how 
learning can be transformed.  

Skoolaborate aims to provide engaging 
collaborative learning experiences for students 
around the world aged between 13 and 18 years 
of age.

The Skoolaborate project uses these blended 
experiences to make learning more meaningful and 
engaging and in turn create integrated curriculum 
and digital technologies into collaborative global 
actions.  The result is a deep understanding of 
Global relationships and issues.  Teachers and 
students develop strategies to share and learn 
together using new age technologies.

The virtual learning space is secure and only 
accessible via invitation and currently has over 
40 schools and organisations from Australia, 
New Zealand, Taiwan, Japan, Singapore, Chile, 
Portugal, the UK, Canada and the USA actively 
taking part. 

Skoolaborate partner Beth Ritter-Guth from 
the The Hotchkiss School in the USA believes 
participation in this project is vital for students to 
develop clarity of thought, confidence and facility 
in expressing ideas, and artistic and aesthetic 
sensitivity.

‘Having our students participate in Skoolaborate 
allows them to subject their views and actions to 
critical examination and to accept responsibility 
for them. We hope that our graduates will leave 
Hotchkiss with a greater understanding of 
themselves and of their responsibilities in a global 
society.’

‘The Skoolaborate project represents an exciting 
new opportunity for our students’, Ritter-Guth said. 

‘As well as an engaging and stimulating 
environment in which to test and develop their IT 
skills, it offers the chance to work collaboratively 
with people their own age who come from 
vastly different backgrounds, and to explore the 
differences and similarities between their attitudes 
and expectations.’

Laura Adriance from the World Affairs Council, 
another Skoolaborate partner, found using this 
service was a positive experience for her and her 
students. 

‘It was a joy to immediately find several members 
of the Skoolaborate community in-world to greet 
us and help the students get oriented!  We met 
welcoming students and teachers from Australia, 
Chile, and Canada.  It really speaks volumes about 
the sense of community that is building within 
Skoolaborate that these individuals were willing to 
make time in their busy schedules to come and help 
us, not just for one session but across four sessions.  
We are so impressed by this and so grateful for the 
support’, Adriance said.

‘Our GYLI students had lots of fun learning to 
get around “in-world,” practising their Spanish 
language skills with their peers from Chile, and 
touring around some of the fantastic builds such as 
the Great Firewall of China and the Taiwan area.  
By the end of the week, most students were able to 
contribute a panel to the Dilemmas Tapestry, which 
involved learning some beginning building skills 
and selecting an issue they want to highlight’, 
Adriance added.  

Skoolaborate Director Westley Field recalls one 
debate he had whilst establishing the project’s 
agreed values.  

‘We had thirty students and a few teachers debating 
issues around censorship and freedom of speech.  
During the debate we realised that this was not 
an issue for one country but rather for the whole 
world, after all, most education departments block 
large numbers of websites.’ 

‘One great outcome from the debate was when a  
Japanese student offered his thoughts: “You need to 
consider the view of other cultures when you look 
at each situation; in the western world you hold 
freedom of speech as one of the highest values. 
In the eastern world we see social cohesion as the 
most important element. In order to have social 
cohesion sometimes we are willing to sacrifice 
some of our freedoms.” Wow! That started some 
serious discussion’, Field added.

Skoolaborate has many exciting new projects all 
based around students creating learning and sharing 
experiences. Skoolaborate provides students from 
around the world with the opportunity to learn 
constructively and be creative on a global scale. 
If you would like to find out more information 
on Skoolaborate or how your school can become 
involved visit www.skoolaborate.com. 

Skoolaborate: Collaborating for Student Learning 

Contributed by Kelly Jury, Communications Coordinator and Westley Field, Director Online Learning  
and Managing Director Skoolaborate,  MLC School, New South Wales
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1. Curiosity Leads to Creativity 

As Curiosity and Creativity was the theme of this year’s International 
Girls’ Forum we learnt in great depth the importance of being curious and 
how this leads to creativity. A curious mind leads to creative thoughts, 
resulting in otherwise unachievable accomplishments. Being curious is 
defined as reaching for the bigger ideas, branching out, searching deeply 
for the inner meaning and not limiting yourself. Life is simply lifeless, 
so to speak, without curiosity and creativity. As young adults we need to 
become more curious. Being curious and creative is an important aspect of 
being a student, especially as a student leader within the all girls’ school 
community. 

2. Importance of Role-Models

As a part of the International Girls’ Forum, we were privileged to meet 
Lindsay Hyde, who was last year awarded with the Jefferson Award for 
the Greatest Public Service by an Individual 35 years or Younger. She 
is the founder and President of Strong Women Strong Girls, a mentoring 
program which aims to empower young girls and fosters self-esteem and 
a sense of community. Lindsay explained to us the importance of girls 
having role models who are female. This is one of the focuses of Strong 
Women Strong Girls – each year a curriculum incorporating women of 
achievement from science, history, music, art and other areas is created. 
Many girls are surprised at the achievements of these women, many of 
whom they had not heard of previously. Female role models inspire and 
encourage girls: they affirm that women are able to achieve amazing 
things. This is particularly important for girls from disadvantaged 
backgrounds. 

3. Transitioning Leadership 

We discussed the importance of transitioning leadership. We learnt the 
importance of educating emerging leaders about the roles they intend to 
undertake in the future. It is important to inform them of how things are 
run efficiently and to ensure they have a firm knowledge of their role and 
confidence to become a successful leader. Transitioning leadership is not 
only about the transitional stage of leaders but also encouraging younger 
students to become courageous and create new roles outside of the voting 
system. These include of creating different activities within a school and 
developing new clubs in areas they may be interested in. Current student 
leaders must ensure that the new leaders are passionate about the new 
role they will be undertaking and encourage them to be fervent to leave a 
legacy. 

4. Vision for the future of women

We must have a vision, and a passion for the future of women and girls. 
While it may seem that in many ways feminism is ‘dead’, there remain in 
the world millions women with no security, no privacy and no recognition 
of their achievements. We must commit ourselves to improving this 
situation. Barack Obama has in fact stated that the future of economic 
development may in fact lie with the education of women around the 
world. 

We were participants in the International Girls’ Forum, which 
involved girls from around the USA, the UK, Canada and of course 
Australia. This was held in conjunction with the Annual Conference of 
the National Coalition of Girls’ Schools at the Holton-Arms School in 
Bethesda, Maryland, USA. The three days over which the conference 
was held were extremely busy and infinitely valuable. 

A highlight of the conference was working with Gifford Booth and 
Venetia Hands of the Actors Institute. Our sessions with them which 
focused on public speaking definitely improved our confidence in 
approaching this important leadership skill. One fact we were taught 
by Gifford and Venetia which definitely stuck in our minds was that 
an audience’s reaction to a speech depends 7% on the content of 
the speech, 33% on the craft, or method with which it is presented 
and 60% on the ‘character’ of the speaker. We learnt to improve our 
character through breathing and eye contact exercises, which felt 
somewhat strange, however definitely made a big difference. 

We were also able to meet with Lindsay Hyde, president of Strong 
Women Strong Girls with whom we exchanged ideas about leadership 
in girls’ schools. 

The conference culminated in a presentation to all of the conference 
participants, one which we had spent many frantic hours the night 
before preparing. The presentation was made up of a range of 
speeches, skits and readings, all linked to the theme Curiosity and 
Creativity which had been in our minds throughout the conference. 
As we watched each other’s presentations we discovered that, despite 
the time pressure, we had put together something really excellent, 
and furthermore we realised just how much we had learnt over the 
last few days together. It was very well received, and we were even 
graced with a standing ovation. It was definitely a high note to end the 
conference. 

We would like to thank the Alliance for giving us this amazing 
opportunity – it was a once in a lifetime experience that we will 
always remember with a smile. We learnt so much, not only about the 
United States and about the wonderful people we met, but also about 
ourselves as young women. Our utmost gratitude goes to all those 
who helped to make this possible. 

10 IdEAS: developed from the National Coalition of Girls’ Schools International Girls’ Forum 2009
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5. Students should … Intelligence is…

Patrick Bassett stressed the importance of understanding that intelligence 
is about so much more than the regurgitation of data and the ability to do 
well in an exam. His list of the ten things he believes any student should 
be able to do by the time they leave high school illustrates his belief in the 
learner who is aware, capable and accomplished across the spectrum of 
disciplines. 

A student should be able to…

1. Conduct a fluent conversation in a foreign language about a piece of 
writing or literature in that language.

2. Write a cogent and persuasive opinion piece on a matter of public 
importance. 

3. Recite a passage from memory that is meaningful to the student’s 
country’s culture, literature or history. 

4. Construct and program a robot capable of performing a difficult 
physical task. 

5. Take leadership. 
6. Assess a public figure’s claims or statements with the use of statistics. 
7. Assess media coverage of a global event from various cultural and 

national perspectives. 
8. Describe a breakthrough in which you participated. Explain the way in 

which you contributed to overcoming a human-created obstacle. 
9. Demonstrate a commitment to creating a more sustainable future.
10. Produce or perform a work of art. 

6. Curriculum needs creativity, innovation and the use of ideas 
and abstractions

This was a point Patrick Bassett stressed in his speech. He believes a more 
creative curriculum is a more effective one, giving us examples such as a 
forensic science challenge in a school, in which one of the teachers was 
the culprit. Such things inspire curiosity and interest in students. 

7. Right brain vs. Left brain

While the 20th century was a century of the left-brain thinker: the 
analyst, the number cruncher, or the code breaker, this current century 
will soon prove to be one of the right-brain thinker, argued Patrick 
Bassett. Focus will be turned to EQ (emotional intelligence), and 
away from IQ (intelligence quota). Those who will shine will be 
the artists, the inventors and the master teachers. It will be an age 
of creativity and empathy, a ‘conceptual age’ in which the rewards 
will go to those who see the big picture.  NB An important statistic, 
or rather estimation we learnt was that career success is only 4-10% 
dependent on IQ, the way by which we traditionally measure 
intelligence.  

8. Craft, Content and Character 

The Actor’s Institute (TAI) is an organisation that offers educational 
workshops, seminars and training for both the adult and young 
performer. They focus on helping the individual to become a more 
confident performer and public speaker. We were privileged to 
work with Gifford and Venetia from TAI where we learnt valuable 
information about public speaking. Public speaking contains three 
aspects: craft - 33%, content -7% and character - 60%. With these 

astonishing figures we worked on becoming a more successful public 
speaker through a variety of activities. These included reading a piece you 
were unfamiliar with, reciting a piece of poetry and also our final panel 
presentation. We worked primarily on our ‘character’ and maintaining 
a strong connection with the audience through eye contact. As public 
speaking is a vital aspect of leadership the information provided by the 
TAI was very rewarding.  

9. Creativity Loves/Creativity Hates

What creativity ‘loves’ and what it ‘hates’ is an important idea to be 
familiar with when it comes to using our creativity. With the TAI we 
worked on expressing our creative side. Creativity loves deadlines, limits, 
wild imaginations, obstacles and the phrase “I can.” Limitations, obstacles 
and deadlines lead to creative and imaginative ideas. Creativity also 
hates “I can’t”, narrow minds and unoriginality. Creativity can be quite 
challenging, but simple when you take the correct approach. We were 
faced with this challenge of being creative when producing our panel 
presentation.   

10. International Bonds

International bonds are supremely valuable as they allow girls throughout 
the world to exchange knowledge and collaborate ideas with other girls 
from similar backgrounds. It gives girls the opportunity to develop an 
understanding of the education systems in other girls’ schools from diverse 
cultures and incorporate these ideas into their own schools. Developing 
international bonds allows girls to communicate about areas they are all 
familiar with and converse over similar issues they may be experiencing. It 
also gives girls the opportunity to develop strong relations with girls from 
across the world and participate in global functions such as NCGS annual 
conference. 

developed from the National Coalition of Girls’ Schools International Girls’ Forum 2009
Sarah Gilley, Ogilvie High School, Tasmania and Caitlin O’Neil, Lowther Hall Anglican Girls’ School, Victoria 

Judith Poole (L), Principal of Abbotsleigh, NSW, and Robyn Kronenberg 
(R), Principal of St Michaels’ Collegiate, Tasmania, both members of the 
Alliance Executive, represented the Alliance at the NCGS Conference.  They 
are pictured here at the Holton-Arms School with Caitlin (L) and Sarah (R).
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A recently published study explored how mobile phones could be 
used to support learning in secondary schools. The research took 
place in England in 2007 and 2008, when mobile phone ownership 
was very high among secondary school students. Mobile phone 
technology has been advancing rapidly. Despite these facts, most 
student mobile phones are banned from schools and are ‘usually 
seen as disruptive, rather than useful, in school education’ (Hartnell-
Young & Heym, 2008, p. 3). 

Secondary school teachers in three schools volunteered to be 
involved in the study, which was conducted by researchers from 
the University of Nottingham. The student cohort comprised 
approximately 330 students from Years 9, 10 and 11. Each teacher 
dictated how the mobile phone activities would be used in his/
her class, and the extent of student participation. Data collection 
included student surveys, observations, conversations, and 
reviewing documents and samples of digital work. 

Before the study began, a survey determined that students in some 
schools had been using their mobile phones in class for various 
functions: 37% as a calculator, 19% for SMS, 18% as a camera, 
16% as a stopwatch, 14% as an MP3 player, 11% for exploring the 
WWW, and 9% for phone calls.

During the study, when mobile phones were specifically used 
in class, it was found that: 96% of students used the still camera 
function, 22% used the video application, 10% used a data transfer 
function, 7% used Bluetooth to transfer data to others and 2% used 
the MP3 function. 

The researchers noted fifteen activities where students used their 
mobile phones:

1. Timing experiments with the stopwatch function

2. Photographing apparatus and the results of experiments for 
reports

3. Photographing the development of design models for 
e-portfolios

4. Photographing texts/whiteboards for future review

5. ‘Bluetoothing’ project material between group members

6. Receiving SMS and email reminders from teachers

7. Synchronising calendar/timetable and setting reminders

8. Connecting remotely to the school learning platform

9. Recording a teacher reading a poem for revision

10. Accessing revision sites on the internet

11. Creating short narrative movies

12. Downloading and listening to foreign language podcasts

13. Logging into the school email system

14. Using GPS to identify locations

15. Transferring files between school and home

Mobile phone use in class enabled ‘new literacies, involving 
participation, collaboration, distributed expertise, and citizen 
journalism’ (Hartnell-Young & Heym, 2008, p. 12). Almost all 
students reported that they enjoyed the project and felt more 
motivated. ‘Some students who were [initially] lacking in 
confidence were using the phones so successfully that they had 
“blossomed” both in their social and learning environments, and 
as a direct result, their work ethic had increased exponentially’ 
(Hartnell-Young & Heym, 2008, p. 13). 

Prior to the project, only 12% of students thought that mobile 
phones could be used for specific learning activities but after the 
study, this increased to 42%. Teachers reported advantages in 
terms of increased spontaneity and efficiency. Most parents also 
responded positively to the trial. Some of the negative factors raised 
during the project were: high costs, software issues, usability and 
some poor student behaviour.

The researchers concluded that schools can introduce mobile phones 
successfully into the curriculum under the following conditions:

1. The leadership and school culture must support the 
implementation

2. Teachers must have the right ‘attitude’ to accept the changes

3. Appropriate curriculum activities need to be designed to fully 
utilise mobile phone technologies

4. Staff need professional development on how to use mobile 
phones in class profitably

5. Students must take ownership of their phones for school use

6. Technical integration and support is necessary

7. A new approach to existing school policies on mobile phone use 
is vital

Hartnell-Young and Heym (2008) did not ‘recommend whole-
school change at the outset, rather a gradual adoption as attitudes 
and behaviours align with purposeful learning, until the school (and 
the community) reaches the tipping point, and mobile phone use is 
as natural as using any other technology in school’ (p. 3).
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