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School Choice probes a key question for families around Australia; which school is 
best for my child? Rather than providing concrete answers, Campbell, Proctor and 
Sherington explore how the new school market is influencing middle Australia. The 
book is based on a four-year research project funded by the Australian Research 
Council, undertaken by three academics from the University of Sydney. 
 
Part One of School Choice has a sociological and historical focus. The history of 
middle class Australia is explored and new definitions of this class, including the 
“cosmopolitan middle class” (p. 30), and the “self-made middle class” (p. 33) are 
examined. Campbell, Proctor and Sherington focus on this class because they 
believe that “middle-class families… have been actively caught up in the new regime 
of school choice” (p. 1). A potted history of education in Australia is also incorporated 
into Part One. 
 
Frequent reference to the “middle class” does become a little tiresome in School 
Choice. However, the fact that increasing numbers of parents are “choosing schools 
other than the local” does lead to an interesting chapter titled “Who goes where” 
(p.57). There are many tables included in this section which compare school student 
data from 1976 to the present day. Table 3.12 (p. 77) lists the two main reasons 
given by parents for choosing a secondary school for their child in Year 7. Out of 27 
listed reasons, “single-sex school” is listed as the seventh most common reason 
(3.3%). “School reputation / recommendation” is the most common reason (9.8%).  
 
It is disappointing that in Campbell, Proctor and Sherington’s study the students 
themselves were not interviewed. The influence of the child cannot be discounted in 
school selection; this study would have been more balanced if children’s motivations 
and opinions had been included. 
 
To flesh out the personal reasons why parents select a particular school for their 
child, Campbell, Proctor and Sherington interviewed 63 parents and caregivers of 
young people who had just “been through the process of choosing a school” (p. 8). 
This leads into Part Two of the book, “How middle class families choose schools”. 
The authors found that “female family members…seem to be influential” (p. 90) in 
selecting schools. Several parents explain their school selection process, including 
many who have chosen single-sex girls’ schools for their daughters. There are also 
detailed chapters on selective and religious schools. 
 
School Choice is readable, it is current and relevant. While the basis of the text is an 
academic study, it is free from potentially cumbersome references to scientific 
methods, data collection or statistics. Those parents who are beginning the process 
of choosing a school may well be interested in Campbell, Proctor and Sherington’s 
work. School leaders may also find the text useful, although there are no profound or 
surprising conclusions. Rather, the authors summarise by stating that “middle-class 
parents are significant players in Australia’s developing schooling arrangements” (p. 
35) and that “the new school market is reshaping Australian society now and for the 
long-term” (Back cover). 
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